Discussion Questions
Put Your Hope in God!

1.  Why do you think Michael Jackson self-destructed?  What were some of the factors that led to his early death?  What role did his wealth play in his demise?  How was Michael’s death similar to that of Elvis Presley?  How was it different?  What role did wealth play in Elvis’s demise?

2. Read I Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19.  What were the seven reasons given for not putting your hope in wealth?  What is the most powerful reason, in your experience or observation?  How can the pursuit of wealth lead to arrogance?  How does it lead to uncertainty?  How does it lead to temptation?  What can we learn from the example of Randolph Hearst? 
3. How does the pursuit of wealth lead to foolishness and to evil?  What can we learn from the example of Joseph Kennedy and the early deaths of so many of his children?
4. Look at verse 10.  Do you agree that the pursuit of wealth can lead to hell?  Why or why not?  What do you think it means to “wander from the faith”?  Read Matthew 7:21-23.  What did Jesus say in these verses that would lead one to question whether these people who wander away were ever saved in the first place?

5. What kinds of grief does the pursuit of money lead to (vs. 10)?  Do you agree that it leads to “many griefs”?

6. What were the seven reasons given for putting your hope in God?  What is the most powerful reason, in your experience or observation?  How does the pursuit of God lead to contentment?  When are you most reminded that “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it”?  Why is this important to keep uppermost in our minds?

7. How does the pursuit of God lead to truly enjoying the material things that God has given you (see vs. 17)?  How does it lead to true riches (vs. 18)?  How does it lead to generosity and sharing (vs. 18)?  How does it lead one to heaven (vs. 19)?  How does it lead to “the life that is truly life” (vs. 19)?

8. What are the blessings that you have received as a result of faithfully giving to the Lord’s work through His church?
