Put Your Hope in God!
June 25, 2009 was the tragic end of the road for Michael Jackson.  Arguably the greatest musical star since Elvis Presley, his was a stardom that led to unparalleled fame, unparalleled wealth, and unparalleled trouble.  “What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, but lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”  Mark 8:36,37 KJV

Seven Reasons Not to Put Your Hope in Wealth from I Timothy 6 – It Leads to…

1.  ___________(Arrogance)

a. “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant.”  (vs. 17).   The wealthy have opportunities others don’t have, which can easily lead to arrogance.
2.  ___________(Uncertainty)

a. “…Nor to put your hope in wealth, which is so uncertain.”  (vs. 17).  Whether due to a job termination, or a collapsed investment, or a health crisis, our wealth can easily be jeopardized.
3.  ___________(Temptation)

a. “People who want to get rich fall into temptation.” (vs. 9).  Wealth can create an aura of invincibility and self-sufficiency, leading to temptations that others never face.
4.  ___________(Foolishness)

a. “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.”  (vs. 9).  Publishing baron Randolph Hearst witnessed this firsthand as his empire peaked in 1928, and fell into financial ruin by 1937.
5. ___________(Evil)

a. “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”  (vs. 10).  Amassing a fortune through questionable means, Joseph Kennedy’s glamorous family fell into so much misfortune that reporters dubbed it “The Kennedy Curse”.
6. ___________(Hell)

a. “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith.”  (vs. 10).  Wealth is incredibly seductive and deceptive, causing some to depart from their faith, bearing witness that they never truly were disciples of Christ.
7. ___________(Grief)

a. “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  (vs. 10).  The pursuit of wealth can lead to many deep regrets, wounds, and sorrows.
Seven Reasons to Put Your Hope in God from I Timothy 6 – It Leads to…

1.  ___________(Contentment)

a. “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”  (vs. 6).  Contentment is wanting what you already have.  After all, the best things in life cost nothing.
2. ____________(Enjoyment)

a. “Put your hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  (vs. 17).  When you really put your hope in God, you are free to really enjoy the things that God has given you.
3. ____________(True Riches)

a. “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds.”  (vs. 18).  True riches is being rich in good deeds.
4. ___________(Generosity)

a. “Command them… to be generous.”  (vs. 18).  The happiest people on earth are those who are generous.  The saddest are those who hoard, hide, and guard their stuff, fearful of what they are going to lose.
5. ___________(Sharing)

a. “Command them… to be generous and willing to share.” (vs.18).  Putting your hope in God results in freely being able to share with others.
6. ___________(Heaven)

a. “In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age.”  (vs. 19).  Some day we will leave the affairs of this life behind to attend to the next.  Putting your hope in God will lead to a life in heaven.
7.  ___________(Real Life)

a. “…So that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”  (vs. 19).  Life on this earth is a shadow of what is to come, a training ground.  Putting your hope in God leads to real life, both in this age, and the next.
____  Be a Lawful Giver (Old Testament – 10%)

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house,  Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “And see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:10

Because I love the Lord, and in response to His Word, for at least the next 90 days, I will give 10% of my income to the church.

____ Be a Liberal Giver (New Testament – over 10%)
“Give and it shall be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (Jesus, Luke 6:38)

Because I love the Lord, and in response to His Word, for at least the next 90 days, I will give more than 10% of my income to the church.




(Any commitment you make is between you and God.)
