Discussion Questions
Raising Up a Faithful Generation:  

Our Elders’ Perspective

1. Mardon Quandt talked about the problem of declining church attendance in the U.S.  Does this surprise you?  What difference does it make whether people are attending church or not?  What is the impact on our society?  What difference does it make whether young adults are attending church or not?  What promise is given in Malachi 4:5-6?  Why is it important that the hearts of fathers are turned toward their children?
2. Jim Welch talked about the solution to the spiritual apathy in our culture.  Why should there be an urgency to raise up a faithful generation?  Why are truth, purity, and zeal for the Lord three values that we must have in order to be a faithful generation?  What does Joshua 1:8 teach?  Why do you think AWANA alumni are so committed to the church as young adults?  Why is it important that we “pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17) at this particular point in time?
3. Glen Schultz talked about the role of truth in remaining faithful.  What is the promise of John 8:32?  How have you experienced or observed this promise being fulfilled?  Were you surprised that only 38% of young adults who have left the church believe that all the Bible accounts are true?  How do we teach our children to defend the faith (I Peter 3:15)?

4. Andy Fashant talked about the role of purity in remaining faithful.  Why is purity so critical to maintaining faithfulness to the Lord (see Proverbs 4:23-27)?  Are you surprised that such high percentages of self-described “born-again Christians” approve of cohabitation and adultery and pornography?  What is the long-term impact of these sins upon the church and the society?

5. Jim Pross talked about the role of zeal in remaining faithful.  What does Acts 1:8 teach us about zeal?  Why is it important that we maintain a strong commitment to missions as a church – both locally, regionally, and overseas?  Have you been on a short-term missions trip?  How did God work in your heart as a result of this experience?  Would you recommend this for someone else?

6. Greg Medvec talked about our proposal to call Aaron White as our Family Ministries Pastor.  What does Acts 13:2 teach us about God’s call in a person’s life, and the role of the leadership and congregation in affirming that call?  How have you seen God working in Aaron’s life to prepare him for pastoral ministry?  

7. Chris Strand summarized the presentation of the elders by reminding us of Daniel’s faithfulness as seen in Daniel 1:1-8.  How did Daniel exemplify spiritual faithfulness and a commitment to truth, purity, and zeal in the midst of a very evil culture?  How would you like to answer Jesus’ question in Luke 18:8?  Are you personally committed to working together as a church body to raise up a faithful generation?
