Raising Up a Faithful Generation:  Our Elders’ Perspective
Mardon:

Americans Attending Church Weekly in 2005:

· 3.0%  Mainline Protestants
· 5.3%  Catholics 

· 9.1%  Evangelical Protestants
· 82.5%  Nonattenders

(source:  Olson, American Church in Crisis, 36)
 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”  Malachi 4:5,6

“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  II Chronicles 7:14

Jim Welch:
Raising up a faithful generation with a heart for God’s truth, a desire for God’s purity, and a zeal for God’s way

“Do not let the book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.”  Joshua 1:8.

Survey of 721 Young Adults Who Were AWANA Alumni:

·  93% Still Attend Church Weekly   

· (source:  2008 Survey Report @ www.Awana.org)

Glen:

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  John 8:32.

Survey of 1000 Evangelicals (20-29) Who No Longer Attend Church:
·  38% Believe All Bible Accounts Are True  

· (source:  Ham & Beemer, Already Gone, 57)

On January 10, Pastor Denny will begin a new series of messages from the book of II Peter entitled “The Battle for Truth”.  Contact Pastor Kevin if you’d like to join a sermon-based small group.

Andy:

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life…put away perversity from your mouth…let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you…do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.”  Proverbs 4:23-27.

Survey of Born Again Christians (23-41) Found Approval of:

· 59%
Cohabitation

· 44%
Sex Outside of Marriage

· 33%
Pornography

· 32%
Abortion

(source:  Kinnaman, UnChristian, 53)

“For a man’s ways are in full view of the Lord, and he examines all his paths.”  Proverbs 5:21.

Jim Pross:

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8.

Examples of Being Witnesses at AEFC:

· Minneapolis 
- Street Evangelism

· India

- Mark Rattray

· Philippines
- Team led by David Johnson & Chris Strand

· Pakistan

- Mike & Carol Gesler

Greg:
“While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  Acts 13:2.

Survey of Americans (18-41):

·  65% have made a commitment to Jesus that is still important

· 29% are absolutely committed to the Christian faith

·   3% have a biblical worldview   

(source:  Kinnaman, UnChristian, 76)
Job Description for Family Ministries Pastor:

·  Worship Leader

15 hours

· Young Adult Minister
15 hours

· Apologist/Counselor
10 hours

· Trainer in Mentoring
10 hours

Chris:

Exiled to an evil nation surrounded by evil influences, young Daniel “resolved that he would not defile himself.”  Daniel 1:8.

We pledge as elders to do everything we can to “raise up a faithful generation with a heart for God’s truth, a desire for God’s purity, and a zeal for God’s way”.  This is our line in the sand.  Will you join us?
