Make Known Your Faith:  Show the Way to Jesus
Christian author Randy Alcorn and several other believers were sued by an abortion clinic in Portland, Oregon, after they were arrested for protesting in 1989.  Since the $8 million settlement, Alcorn can own no property and his earnings cannot exceed the minimum wage.  Out of this experience, God birthed Eternal Perspective Ministries (EPM), whose mission is to “live now with the perspective that will be ours one minute after we die.”

EPM’s website says, “As there will be no second chance for the unbeliever to go back and live his life over again, this time accepting Christ, so there will be no second chance for the believer to go back and live his life over again, this time serving Christ.  Now is our window of opportunity.  Now is our chance to follow Christ, speak the truth and reach out to the needy in love.  Now is our chance to invest our lives in eternity.”  

Four Stark Contrasts Regarding Our Most Important Decision:
1.  Between _____(Light) and _______(Darkness):  Two Different _____(Journeys)

a. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”  John 1:4-5.
b. “This is the verdict:  Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”  John 3:19.
c. In 1989, Randy Alcorn wrote Money, Possessions, and Eternity, never realizing that within one year of that book coming out, he would own literally nothing – not even that book itself.
2. Between _____(Faith) and _______(Unbelief):  Two Different _____(Responses)

a. “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:10-12.
b. Two groups choose unbelief:  1) Those who don’t recognize him even though all of creation bears witness to the Lord (Romans 1:20); and 2) Those who are blessed with the Scriptures, yet they reject the witness of their conscience (Romans 2:15).
3. Between ______(Heaven) and ______(Hell):  Two Different ________(Destinies)

a. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”  John 3:36.
b. Can we be over-zealous in sharing the gospel, given that our eternal destiny is at stake?  If the church basement were on fire, you would be vigilant in urging people to evacuate!  Certainly the prospect of spending eternity in hell is of far greater importance.
c. “These (things) are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  John 20:31.
4. Between _______(Christ) and _______(Satan):  Two Different _______(Masters)

a. “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him…Why don’t you believe me?  He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  John 8:44,46,47.
b. In the movie Courageous, four cops are great at protecting the streets, but so-so as fathers.  We can readily see the consequences of a lifestyle that is not under the lordship of Christ.  This movie is a stirring call to men to step up, loving our wives, investing in our children, and pointing them to Jesus.
c. In John 6, the crowds deserted Jesus until only the Twelve remained.  When Jesus asked them if they were leaving too, Peter replied, “To whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  John 6:69.
Early in the pastoral ministry of Dr. Charles Berry, he was called to the bedside of a dying woman to “get her in” to heaven.  Discovering that his liberal seminary education failed him in such a moment, Dr. Berry remembered the vibrant faith of his mother.  Later, the pastor said of that visit, “I want you to know I got her in, and I got myself in too!”  Do you know sure that you are in?  Are you ready to show someone else the way to Jesus?
