A Zeal for God’s Way
Thomas Cranmer is a hero among British Christians for his courageous stand that salvation is through faith in Christ alone.  Archbishop of Canterbury, and a leader of the Protestant Reformation in England, Cranmer was imprisoned by the Catholic queen, “Bloody Mary”, and sentenced to be burned at the stake.  Fearful of his life, Cranmer recanted, until March 21, 1556, when the 67-year old Cranmer surprised authorities when he withdrew his denials, adding, “And for as much as my hand offended in writing contrary to my heart, it shall be first burned.”  
As the fire grew, Thomas reached out his hand, and held it steady in the flame so that everyone could see that his hand burned before his body was touched.  His martyrdom stirred the hearts of English Christians, leading to Britain’s role as the center of world Christianity by 1850.    The ministries of Wesley, Whitefield, Wilberforce, Spurgeon, and missionaries Hudson Taylor and David Livingston were inspired by Cranmer’s courageous stand.
Part 4 of a Renewed Vision for AEFC:

1.  A Zeal for God’s Way
a.  “He (Satan) is filled with fury, because he knows his time is short.”  Revelation 12:12.  Over a hundred fulfilled prophecies point to the soon return of Jesus Christ, a fact of which Satan is well aware.

b. “The accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God night and day, has been hurled down.”  Revelation 12:10.  Satan entices us to sin, then laughs at us for being so foolish.  Our job is to fight back.  “They overcame him…They did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”  Revelation 12:11.
c. Some shorten their lives for foolish reasons (drinking, smoking, drugs, etc.).  Others do so for adventure, taking unnecessary risks.  Others die for noble causes, such as defending our country.  Yet, there is nothing quite like those who’ve been willing to die for Christ.

d. Athansius, a fourth-century Egyptian bishop, was prepared to give his life to defend the doctrine of the deity of Christ.  Arian heretics insisted the Jesus was similar (Gk.-homoiousion) to the Father, rather than the same (Gk.-homoousion) as the Father.  Exiled for seventeen years by the Romans for his stand, Athansius’s view eventually prevailed and was incorporated in the Nicene Creed.  He was prepared to die for one Greek letter – i – “iota”. 
2.  A Zeal for God’s Way
a. “They overcame him (Satan) by…the word of their testimony.”  Revelation 12:11.  Satan runs when there is a public testimony, because of its power.  “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”  Romans 10:9-10.
b. “There is a way that seems right unto a man, but in the end it leads to death.”  Proverbs 14:12.  Christians have the difficult challenge of being civil, courteous, and polite to our ‘lost’ friends while loving them enough to humbly show them their need for a Savior.

c. Pollster George Barna has divided America into seven “tribes”:  66% are Casual Christians; 17% are Captive (or committed) Christians; 11% are Skeptics (atheists or agnostics); 2% are Jews; 2% are Mormons; 1% are Pantheists; 1% are Muslims.  Casual Christians are sometimes the hardest to reach because of their apathy.
3.  A Zeal for God’s Way
a. “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.”  Revelation 12:11.  Only one way leads to the Father, and it is through the blood of Christ.  As the old hymn goes, “On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.”
b. In an age when so many are repulsed by the cross, our elders are challenging you to embrace it!  We are calling you to be like Thomas Cranmer and Athansius – stand for your faith whatever the cost may be!
Have you ever had a time in your life where the glories of this world faded, and the glories of Christ’s kingdom came into full focus?  “What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”  Mark 8:36 (KJV).
