Discussion Questions
Foiling Herod’s Plot

1.  Do you think it’s true that Satan has a diabolical plan for our lives, just as God as a wonderful plan for our lives (law one of The Four Spiritual Laws)?  Have you ever read or heard a testimony of deliverance from someone who was a follower of Satan?  Why is it so difficult for them to be delivered?  Read Ephesians 6:12.  Do you ever feel like you are wrestling or struggling against demonic spirits?  Can you give an example?  How have you practiced the counsel given in I Peter 5:8-9?

2. What is prophesied in Genesis 3:15?  Pastor Denny mentioned seven attempts of Satan to destroy the Messianic line (inciting Cain to kill Abel – Genesis 4; infiltrating the human race with demonic spirits – Genesis 6; inciting Sarah to give Hagar to Abraham – Genesis 16; persecuting the Israelites through Pharoah – Exodus 1; annihilating the Jews through Haman – Esther 3; persecuting the Jews through Antiochus Epiphanes – 167 BC; and inciting David to commit adultery bringing discord to the palace – II Samuel 11).  What was God’s provision in each of these instances?  Can you think of other attempts that Satan made to stop the Messiah from being born?
3. What was Herod’s plot, according to Matthew 2:16-18?  The early church observed a memorial for these victims on December 27, 28, or 29?  Do you believe the slaughter may have happened so quickly after Jesus’ birth?  Why or why not?  Do you think it more likely that there were thousands or dozens killed?

4. Read Matthew 2:13-15.  What were the three action steps taken by Joseph to protect Jesus and his mother?  Do you believe that God typically gives us a warning that we may be under demonic or satanic attack?  Can you give an example of this?  Do you think there may be times when God doesn’t warn us?  Why or why not?  What can cause us not to heed God’s warnings of impending danger?  

5. Do you think it’s significant that Joseph left the very night he received the warning in a dream?  What does this teach us?  Can you give an example of when lingering or loitering may be dangerous to our spiritual or physical health and well-being (see I Corinthians 6:18)?  Do you know of examples in Scripture?  Joseph found safety in Egypt.  Where is a ‘safe place’ for Christians today when they are under demonic attack?  Why is Christian friendship and fellowship critical in such times (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 12:1)?  What warnings are given in Scripture about keeping ‘bad company’ (I Corinthians 15:33; Psalm 1:1-2)?  Who is in your support group?  How can we continue to cultivate and build a mutually-edifying support group?
