Foiling Herod’s Plot
The best-known Christian tract ever, The Four Spiritual Laws, with 2 ½ billion copies printed, begins with law one, “God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.”  The opposite is also true, “Satan hates you and offers a diabolical plan for your life.”  

In his book Ascent From Darkness, Mike Leehan tells how a lonely childhood, a failed marriage, and growing bitterness toward God led him to commit his life to Satan at age 33.  The next twenty years was a downward spiral of ritualistic cuttings, blood sacrifices, jail time, job loss, and estrangement from family and friends.  Only when an attempted assassination of a megachurch pastor was foiled did he turn to the Lord in the depths of his despair.
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  Ephesians 6:12.  “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers through the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”  I Peter 5:8-9.

Ongoing war between God and Satan was prophesied in the Garden of Eden.  “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  Genesis 3:15.

Satan’s Attempts to Destroy the Messianic Line:  
1. Inciting Cain to kill Abel (Genesis 4).  God’s provision:  The birth of Seth.

2. Infiltrating the human race with demonic spirits (Genesis 6), leading to unprecedented evil.  God provision:  Noah and family were saved in the ark to start the human race over.
3. Inciting Sarah to give Hagar to Abraham (Genesis 16).  God’s provision:  Opening Sarah’s womb in her old age to bear Isaac.

4. Persecuting the Israelites through Pharoah (Exodus 1).  God’s provision:  Protecting the Israelites from the plagues and setting them free.  Celebrated today as Passover.
5. Annihilating the Jews through the Persian prince Haman (Esther 3).  God’s provision: Raising up Queen Esther to rescue the Jews.  Celebrated today as Purim.

6. Persecuting the Jews through Antiochus Epiphanes (167 BC). God’s provision:  Raising up Judas Maccabees to lead a revolt.  Celebrated today s Hanukkah.

7. Inciting King David to adultery, leading to discord and division in the palace (II Samuel 11).  God’s provision:  Protecting young Solomon from palace plots.
Herod’s Plot:

· “When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.”  Matthew 2:16-17.
· Although some accounts estimate casualties in the tens of thousands, more recent Bible scholars put the number in the low dozens.
Three Action Steps Taken by Joseph to Protect Jesus:

1.  ______________________(Recognize God’s Warning)
a. “An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  ‘Get up’, he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”  Matthew 2:13.
b. “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  I Corinthians 10:13.
2.  ______________________(Get Out of Trouble Immediately)

a. “So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt.”  Matthew 2:14.
3. _______________________(Stay in a Safe Place)

a. “He stayed until the death of Herod.”  Matthew 2:15.
The first thing Satanist Mike Leehan did after surrendering to Christ is he surrounded himself with godly men and Christian fellowship.  The Bible sternly warms against bad company (Psalm 1:1-2; I Corinthians 15:33).  The secret to the power of the early church was their unity and togetherness (Acts 2:42-47).  Do you have a Christian support group to encourage you when temptation and demonic attacks strike?  Are you committed to build that?
