Anna:  Keeping the Flame Alive
Retired missionary pilot, John Goodrich, now 96, ministered to the Eskimo peoples in northern Canada along with his wife, Hazel.  John’s father was 65 at John’s birth, and has the rare distinction of having personally seen Abraham Lincoln during the presidential campaign of 1860.  John and Hazel continued to minister effectively well into their retirement years.  Who have been examples to you of older saints who have “kept the flame alive”?

Four Characteristics of Anna’s Life (Luke 2:36-38):

1.  She Was Full of ___________(Optimism).

a. “There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty four.”  Luke 2:36.  Anna had a special gift of declaring and interpreting God’s message, a message of hope.
b. Anyone who shares the gospel has to be an optimist, because the gospel means “good news”.  As you age, work hard at not being overwhelmed by pessimism.  For the believer, the best is always yet to come!
2. She Was Full of ____________(Passion).

a. “She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.”  Luke 2:37.  Anna was a prayer warrior, a person you could count on to flood the throne of God with prayers on your behalf.  Have you had any people in your life like Anna?  
b. As you age, fight spiritual apathy!  Remember II Kings 6 where Elisha’s servant was overwhelmed as the Arameans surrounded them.  Elisha prayed for him, “Lord, open his eyes so he may see.’  Then the Lord opened his eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  (vs. 17). 
3. She Was Full of _____________(Self-Denial).

a. “Coming up to them at that moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all.”  Luke 2:38.  As she aged, Anna fought self-pity by giving thanks to God and focusing on the coming Messiah.  Though she was a old widow in a patriarchal society, she chose to focus on how God could use her in amazing ways.
b. What is your ‘self talk’ like?  Do you find yourself focusing on complaints, negativity, self-pity, and a ‘poor me’ attitude?  Or are you choosing to give thanks to God for his many, many blessings that he has showered on you?
4. She Was Full of ______________(Relevance).

a. “She gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”  Luke 2:38.  Anna kept abreast of current events, carefully watching for signs indicating that the coming of the Messiah was near.
b. We are privileged above all peoples to be alive today, an era which may see the return of Jesus Christ to our planet!  In the midst of unprecedented evil, we are seeing more people come to Christ that at any time in history.
c. Anna may have been old, but she was as relevant as a breaking news bulletin!  She probably knew from the Daniel 9 prophecy of the ‘seventy sevens’ that the Messiah’s arrival had to be near.  She likely heard about the angel’s appearing to the shepherds, and the testimony of the shepherds who visited the manger.  She boldly proclaimed Jesus as the hope of all Israel!
Today is no time for a believer to be drifting along half-heartedly in your spiritual walk.  At least one hundred signs have been fulfilled over the last one hundred years all pointing to one thing – the soon return of Jesus Christ!  This is a time for optimism, passion, self-denial, and relevance.  Are you watching for Jesus today?
