Grace At Christmas – The Life of Rahab
The gruesome crimes of Jeffrey Dahmer live on in infamy.  He killed, cannibalized, and stored the body parts of seventeen men in his refrigerator.  Another eleven corpses were found in his apartment when police finally caught up with him.  Murdered by a fellow prisoner in November of 1994, Dahmer had recently been baptized in a prison whirlpool.  In the last weeks of his life, he spent most of his time nurturing his newly found faith by reading religious material given him by a chaplain.  

Is anyone ever beyond forgiveness?  In the family line of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-6) are mentioned four women, all with checkered pasts.  Arguably, the worst of the four was Rahab.  Yet we can have full confidence she made it to heaven as she is honored in Hebrews 11 as a woman of extraordinary faith.

Three Liabilities Faced by Rahab:

1.  She was a __________(Gentile).

a. “Then Joshua, son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Hittim.  ‘Go, look over the land,’ he said, ‘especially Jericho.’  So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.”  Joshua 2:1.
b. “Salvation is from the Jews.”  (The words of Jesus, John 4:22).  “What advantage, then is there in being a Jew?...Much in every way!  First of all, they have been entrusted with the very words of God.”  Romans 3:1-2
2.  She was an __________(Amorite).

a. Singled out for special judgment in Genesis 15:19-21, the Amorites were a corrupt, vile people who would even sacrifice their own children in their religious rituals.
3. She was a ___________(prostitute).

a. Although any immorality always comes with a high price tag, Rahab’s reputation as a prostitute provided cover for the Israelite spies.  The king seemed to accept as normal that the spies came for a visit and left almost as quickly as they came.
Rahab’s confession of faith:  “I know that the Lord has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us…we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og.”  Joshua 2:8-11.

Ironically, Rahab probably heard about the God of Israel from the men who frequented her establishment.  God demonstrates his amazing grace by providing a means of salvation in the midst of her sin.  No one is beyond God’s grace!  If Rahab can be saved, anyone can!

Five Facts Demonstrating Rahab’s Genuine Faith:
1.  She _________(risked) her life (Joshua 2:4).
2. She ___________(repudiated) her past and her people.

3. She ___________(identified) with the Jewish people.

4. She __________(gave up) prostitution.

5. She ___________(trusted) in a scarlet cord.

“This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you have let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house.”  Joshua 2:17-18.

A theme of redemption runs throughout the Bible, ultimately fulfilled by the blood of Christ that was shed for our sins.  In the Old Testament, this fact was foreshadowed by the blood of a sacrificial lamb.  Whether there was blood on the doorpost, or a scarlet cord in a window, death passed over that home.  

God brought salvation through Rahab to many members of her family.  Through her courage, diligence, and compassion, many others were rescued from the tragedy that fell upon Jericho.  How about you?  Are you faithfully praying and ministering to all of your loved ones, pleading with a God of grace to rescue them?  Just as Rahab personally witnessed the salvation of many because of a scarlet cord, we too can see many saved if we are faithful like her!
