Discussion Questions
Celebrating Christmas

1.  What are the most important Christmas traditions to you and your family?  Describe a typical Christmas eve and Christmas day in your family.  Were you aware of how various traditions such as carol singing or card exchanging or kissing under the mistletoe started?  What are some traditions that others engage in but you never have?  Why did you leave these activities out?  Have you ever caught yourself getting so wound up in the hustle and bustle of Christmas that the real meaning got crowded out?  What priorities have you established to help you keep the Christ in Christmas?
2. Read Luke 2:1-7.  How does it make you feel to think that God moved the most powerful man in the world to issue a census which was a key component in getting Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem?  Do you think God does things like this today?  Can you see how world events have caused you to act in particular ways which, in turn, led to God working out amazing things in your life?  Do you believe in luck?  Why or why not?  Are you glad that “God never takes his hand off the wheel”?  
3. Look at verse 3.  Why didn’t Joseph register where he lived, as was customary in the Roman world?  Read  Leviticus 25:10.  Why do you think returning to your ancestral home was so important to the Jewish people?  Were you aware that the Romans often acquiesced to local customs?  As you review the various actions of Joseph throughout the Christmas narratives in Luke 2 and Matthew 1-2, how would you summarize the character of Jesus’ earthly father? What can we learn from him?  What can we learn about doing the right thing instead of doing the easy thing?

4. Look at verse 5.  Why do you think Mary accompanied Joseph to Bethlehem?  Do you think that Mary and Joseph were knowledgeable about the prophecy of Micah 5:2?  Why or why not?  Do you think that it is likely that gossip and rumors swirled around Mary and Joseph and the circumstances of her pregnancy in Nazareth?  Why or why not?  What can we learn from her character and integrity?  How do you respond when you are falsely accused or your reputation is slandered?  Why is it so difficult to respond with grace?

5. Do you enjoy reading fiction more or non-fiction?  Do you like watching movies based on a true story, or movies that are entirely fantasy?  Why do you think so many people today would rather spend time enjoying the fantasies and legends associated with Christmas rather than focus on the real thing – the birth of the Christ-child?  What is there is this lesson that will help you better celebrate Christmas this year?
