Discussion Questions
Jesus:  No Neutral Ground

1.  Have you ever seen any TV shows or movies that have attempted to explore the question, “What lies beyond the grave?”  What conclusions were drawn?  How did they fit in with what the Bible teaches?  Why do you think Jesus is often trivialized as just one more charlatan who is holding out false hope?

2. Read Luke 2:25-35.  What indications are there in verse 34 that Simeon may be referring to the Messiah as “the stumbling stone” as foretold in Isaiah 8:14 and Psalm 118:22.  How does Romans 9:32-33 confirm that these prophecies were intended to reference the Messiah?  How did people stumble over Christ during the time he walked the earth?  How do they stumble today?  Do you agree that the most important question that can be asked today is still the question Jesus asked the Pharisees in Matthew 22:42, ‘What do you think about the Christ?”  Why or why not?

3. In what way was Jesus a sign that was spoken again (Luke 2:34-35)?  Did they speak against his virgin birth?  Did they speak against his healings?  Did they speak against his death and resurrection?  Do they speak today against his second coming?  Why do you think the Wall Street Journal would counsel businessmen how to wisely use religious words like “God” and “angels” and “hell” and “Bible” and “Solomonian”, but counsel against using the word “Jesus”?  How does the name of Jesus divide people today?
4. In what way was the sword an important symbol of the coming reign of the Messiah, as prophesied by Simeon in Luke 2:35?  How was this prophecy fulfilled especially for Mary, his mother?  What does Luke 2:19, 51 imply about Mary’s understanding of Jesus’ mission?  

5. What prophecy does Jesus make in Matthew 10:34-36?  How is this division in families evident in our present age?  Is your family divided over Jesus?  How?  Do you agree with the conclusion drawn in the book American Grace that American is far more polarized (divided) over religion today than it was fifty years ago?  Why or why not?  Do you agree that the sexual revolution of the late 60’s and early 70’s played a huge part in this?  Why or why not?  Do you agree that the resurgence of evangelical, spiritually and politically, in the 1980’s, played a role in this?  Do you agree that growing numbers of young adults who are disavowing any religion plays a role in this?  Why or why not?  

6. How did you feel watching the video at the close of the message?  What especially excited you about this video?  Is Jesus your “king of kings and lord of lords”?
