Jesus:  No Neutral Ground
The recent movie Hereafter wrestles with the most perplexing question in history:  What lies beyond the grave?  As key characters search for clues, Jesus is briefly considered, then lumped together with all the other scam artists.  No definitive answers are offered.  World magazine calls Hereafter “a finely crafted, engaging film.  But for all the insight it offers, it may as well be a fantasy tale of fairies, wizards, superheroes, or for that matter, psychics.”
Taking the baby Jesus in his arms and blessing him, Simeon made an astounding prophecy which focused on the fact that Jesus Christ would always be a point of contention for the human race.  With Jesus, there is no neutral ground.

Three Important Images That Would Define the Life of Christ:

1.  A _________(Stone)

a. “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel.”  Luke 2:34.  Simeon was calling attention to an ancient prophecy that pictured the Messiah as “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  Isaiah 8:14.  Another prophecy about the Messiah says, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”  Psalm 118:22.
b. People still stumble over Jesus today.  Even now, the most important question we face is the question Jesus posed to the Pharisees in Matthew 22:42, “What do you think about the Christ?” 
2.  A ___________(Sign)

a. “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.”  Luke 2:34-35.
b. In an article entitled “Religious Words in Business”, The Wall Street Journal counsels that “God” is a good word to use as it will give you a sense of authority.  “Angels” imparts a sense of safety, freedom, and good will.  “Satan” or “hell” are powerful words with a bite in them.  “Bible” refers to a definitive document.  “Solomonian” can be used of a wise decision-maker.
c. One word, however, should not be used in any business situation – the word “Jesus”.  Arguing that “Jesus” excites some and angers others, the writer concludes his article by saying, “There’s something about that name.”
3.  A _________(Sword)
a. “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  Luke 2:34-35.
b. The Greek word refers to a large sword, like the kind that Goliath, the giant used.  And the Greek verb for “pierce” means “to constantly keep on piercing”.  Mary would bear every burden, absorb every criticism, and endure every pain directed at her son, Jesus.  She had unique insight into his mission.  “Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  Luke 2:19.  The Greek word means “to put things together”.
c. Thirty years later, Jesus said, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.  A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.”  Matthew 10:34-36.
d. The new book American Grace (Putnam and Campbell) states, “Americans are increasingly concentrated at opposite ends of the religious spectrum – the highly religious at one pole, and the avowedly secular at the other.  The moderate religious middle is shrinking.” (pg. 3).
e. “Three seismic societal shocks”, according to American Grace, have hit America in the last fifty years:  1) the sexual revolution (1965-1975), the evangelical resurgence, spiritually and politically (1980’s), and young adults disavowing any religion (beginning in the mid-90’s).  All have contributed to a sharper division within our nation.
Just as Simeon and Jesus himself prophesied, there is no neutral ground.  “What do you think about the Christ?”  Matthew 22:42. 
