Discussion Questions
Grace At Christmas:  The Life of Ruth

1.  What was your reaction to the story of the jilted bride who threw a lavish party for the poor and homeless of Boston?  Have you ever seen anything like this?
2. How is Ruth like the first two ladies mentioned in the lineage of Christ (Matthew 1:1-6)?  How is she different?  How is Ruth like the “bag lady of the Old Testament”?

3. Read Ruth 1.  Pastor Denny mentioned four characteristics of Ruth that highlight her lowly status – that she was deprived, despised, despondent, and disenfranchised.  What is this evidence for this in Ruth 1?  How would the events of Numbers 24, the death of 24,000 Israelites impact how the Jews saw Moabites?  How have the events of 911 affected how we as Americans perceive Islamic terrorists?  Do you think Naomi really wanted Ruth to go back to Moab as she requests in Ruth 1:8,11,12, and 15?  Why or why not?  Why was Bethlehem stirred up when Naomi returned with Ruth?
4. Read Ruth 1:16-17.  What is most striking to you about Ruth’s profession of faith?  Why is it important for us to be clear, courageous, bold, decisive, and firm in our profession of faith?  

5. Do you find it surprising that Ruth’s fortune begins to turn in Ruth 2?  Why or why not?  What is the promise of James 1:12?  Do you agree that “great trials are often followed by great blessings”?  Have you experience this yourself?  Have you observed this in others?  

6. How is Ruth showered with God’s grace in Ruth 2-4?  Of the four amazing gifts that Ruth is given (provision, protection, preference, and purpose), what is most striking to you?  Why?  How was Boaz the instrument of God’s grace in Ruth’s life?  Why could only Boaz fulfill the role of “kinsman-redeemer” in Ruth’s life?  How is Ruth given new purpose and meaning in her life?

7. How are we reminded of God’s grace during every Christmas season?  What is most meaningful to you about the Incarnation (God becoming man and dwelling among us)?  Have you ever had anything happen to you like what happened to the homeless man when he won the lottery?  Do you think we will feel like we won the lottery when we take our first look at heaven?  Read I Corinthians 2:9.  What does this awesome promise teach us about the Lord?  How can you implement the teaching of this message in your life?
