Grace At Christmas – The Life of Ruth
In June of 1990, a most unusual event occurred at the Hyatt Hotel in downtown Boston, a picture of lavish grace that even The Boston Globe took note of.  In the same way, our God is a God of amazing grace, which is revealed in a profound way in the life of Ruth, the Moabitess.  Ruth is the third of four women who are mentioned in the family line of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-6).  
Four Characteristics that Highlight the Lowly Status of Ruth:

1.  She was __________(deprived).

a. “In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab…Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons.  They married Moabite women, one named Orpah, and the other Ruth.”  Ruth 1:1,3.
2.  She was ___________(despised).

a. In Numbers 25, Moabite women in Moses’ day seduce Jewish men into immorality and idolatry.  As a result, 24,000 die.  This left a bitter sting in the hearts of all Israelites.
3. She was ___________(despondent).

a. Ruth saw her father-in-law, brother-in-law, and then her husband die.  Then her sister left and her mother-in-law asks her four times to return to Moab (Ruth 1:8,11,12,15).  To top things off, her mother-in-law becomes very bitter, even renaming herself to remind everyone of her plight.
4. She was ______________(disenfranchised).

a. “So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem.  When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them.”  Ruth 1:19.  Ruth was known as “Ruth, the Moabitess”, indelibly marked as an alien and an outsider.
In spite of all this misfortune, Ruth decisively professed faith in the God of Israel:  “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.  Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.  May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.”  Ruth 1:16-17.

Once Ruth clearly proclaims her faith, her miserable life unpredictably begins to turn, beginning with the events of Ruth 2.  Great trials are often followed by great blessings.  “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life.”  James 1:12.
Four Gifts Ruth Is Given Demonstrating God’s Grace:

1.  ___________(Provision) (Ruth 2:8)

2. ____________(Protection) (Ruth 2:9)

3. ____________(Preference) (Ruth 3:9-10)

4. ____________(Purpose) (Ruth 4:12)

a. Ruth’ son, Obed, would become the grandfather of King David!
Every Christmas, we are reminded of the greatest gift of all that God has lavished on us – the Incarnation.  The Ruler of heaven and earth became flesh, born in a dark, smelly cattle stall.  A great rescue mission swung into operation, leading to redemption from the bondage of sin, shame, and hell.  Everyone who believes in the Savior (John 3:16) will share in the promise made to the penitent thief, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  Luke 23:43.
“Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”  I Corinthians 1:9 (NKJV)
