Discussion Questions
The 2012 Phenomenon

1.  Have you heard about the prophecies that the world will end on December 21, 2012?  This date is regarded as the end-date of the 5125-year long cycle in the Mayan long count calendar.  Have you heard any of the following:  that the sun and earth will align with the center of the Milky Way on 12/21/12; or that the poles will reverse; or that sunspots will increase; or that the earth will collide with planet X; or that human evolution will be sped up, leading to a new global consciousness; or that Nostradamus made prophecies about 12/21/12; or that disasters on this date are in secret Bible codes; or that the Web Bot project is forecasting disaster on 12/21/12 based on the web-surfing habits of people?
2. How do you feel about the fact the Bible teaches that there will be the rapture (I Thessalonians 4:16-17) followed by seven years of tribulation (Daniel 9:27, Revelation 6-18) before the return of Christ (Revelation 19) to set up his 1000-year reign on earth (Revelation 20), all of which will happen before the first heaven and first earth pass away (Revelation 21:1)?  How can you share this with people who are wondering about the 2012 phenomenon?

3. Why is it important for God’s people not to panic in the midst of doomsday prophecies (see II Thessalonians 2:1-3)?  Why is it important that we are lovers of the truth (II Thessalonians 2:9-10)?  How can we practice this?  Why is it important that we are ready at any time for the Rapture (Titus 2:12-13)?  How can we be like Simeon in faithfully waiting for the arrival of the Messiah (Luke 2:25-26)?  Why is it important that we keep active in ministry, serving with all of our hearts as we wait for Christ’s return (Ephesians 6:7-8)?  How can we be like Jesus, who was always about his Father’s business (Luke 2:49)?
4. Do you want to be like the Maya or the Magi?  Why is it so easy for people today to place their hope in the great knowledge and wisdom and skill of mankind, just as the Maya placed their hope in their great mathematical and astronomical brilliance?  Do you think the demonic spirits influenced a great deal of the Mayan knowledge?  How did the Magi use their great knowledge for better purposes?  Do you think they were Jews or Gentiles?  From Persia or Babylon?  Had access to all or part of the Hebrew Scriptures?  How did they use their expertise to seek the one and true God?  Do you agree that “wise men still seek Him”?  Are you seeking Him?
