The 2012 Phenomenon
The 2012 phenomenon comprises a range of doomsday events that will allegedly occur on December 21, 2012, the end of the Mayan long count calendar.  Here are some of the predictions for 12/21/12:

· Alignment of sun and earth with the center of the Milky Way for the first time in 26,000 years.

· Reversal of the earth’s poles, triggering extreme weather.

· Massive increase in sunspots.

· Collision or close call between earth and planet X.

· The beginning of a new global consciousness.

· Other phenomena foretold by Nostradamus.

· Disasters allegedly prophesied in the “Bible codes”.

· Predictions of doom based on the Web Bot project.

Biblical Guarantee:  The world is not going to end on 12/21/12.  Seven years of tribulation and one thousand years of Christ’s millennial reign occur in Revelation 6-20 before “the first heaven and first earth” pass away (Revelation 21:1).
Four Words of Counsel As We Prepare for 2012:

1.  _________________(Don’t Panic).

a. “Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.  Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way.”  II Thessalonians 2:1-3.
b. 2000 years ago, the Magi created a stir when they came to Jerusalem (Matthew 2:3).  The darkness of Herod’s reign gave way to the hope found in the Messiah’s birth.  Today, the darkness of evil surrounds us, but it will one day give way to the glorious return of our Savior for his church (I Thessalonians 4:16-17).
2. ________________(Love the Truth).

a. “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.”  II Thessalonians 2:9-10.
3. _________________(Be Ready).

a. “Say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldy passions, and live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  Titus 2:12-13.
b. “He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.”  Luke 2:25-26.
4. ____________________(Keep Serving).

a. “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does.”  Ephesians 6:7-8.
b. “Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”  (words of Jesus, Luke 2:49, NKJV).
In 2012, you can live like the Maya or the Magi.  The Maya, who lived on the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico, peaking at about 800 AD, were brilliant mathematicians and astronomers.  The Pyramid of Kukulkan at Chichen Itza is laid out with stunning precision, with 91 steps on each side (364 total) with the top step coming out to 365 (days in a year).  Yet they were a bloodthirsty and barbaric people whose knowledge was probably influenced by demonic spirits.  
The Magi probably hailed from ancient Babylon, perhaps descendants of the Jews who didn’t return to Israel.  They apparently had access to some of the Scriptures.  They too were astronomers, but used their expertise to seek the one and true God, embarking on a journey of many months and hundreds of miles to worship the Messiah.  Today, wise men still seek Him!  Will you be one of them?
