Discussion Questions
Simeon:  Waiting and Ready

1.  Have you ever felt what Winston Churchill talked about when he assumed the position of prime minister of England in 1940 when he said, “I felt as if I were walking with destiny, and that all my past life had been but a preparation for this hour”?  Describe that for us.  How are you inspired by Churchill’s zeal to make a difference even at a time when most are retiring? 

2. Read the account of Simeon in Luke 2:21-35.  What do you find most inspiring about his story?  Have you ever observed any one like Simeon?  Tell us about this person.

3. Look at verse 25.  What do you think is meant by the words “righteous and devout”?  Do you know anyone who is worthy of these words?  How has this person been an example to you?  What do you find inspiring about the story of Dr. Tim LaHaye, and his publication of the first novel in his Left Behind series when he was 69 years old, in 1995?  Why do you think so many people make their greatest contributions to Christianity in their later years?  

4. What was Simeon ‘excited to see’, based on Luke 2:25-26?   How long do you think Simeon had waited?  How do you think God went about revealing that he would actually see the Messiah before he died?  Do you think God makes these kind of promises today?  What counsel would you give to someone who feels that God is speaking to them in this way?

5. What is inspiring about the story of Ronald Reagan and his becoming president at the age of 69 in 1980?  Are you excited to see what God has for you as you continue to age?  Why or why not?
6. In what way did Simeon sense and feel the presence and power of the Spirit, according to Luke 2:25-27?  Do you think people are filled with the Spirit like this today?  What is inspiring about the story of Dr. Kenneth Kantzer, who helped to turn around a struggling Trinity College (our Free Church school in Deerfield, IL) when he assumed the presidency of this organization at the age of 65 in 1982?  Can you, like Simeon, sense the power and presence of the Spirit in your life?  Is it healthy to desire this?  How would you instruct a young Christian about this?

7. In what way was Simeon expecting to be saved, according to Luke 2:29-32?  How was Stonewall Jackson expecting to be saved as he neared death in 1863 after a fatal wound?  What is inspiring to you about the story of Dr. Henry M. Morris, and his campaign in his later years to challenge the evangelical world to embrace a literal, young-earth view of biblical creationism as seemingly taught in Genesis 1-2?
