Simeon:  Waiting and Ready
When most of us would be preparing for retirement, 65 year-old Winston Churchill was just getting started.  With Britain retreating before the onslaught of Nazi Germany, the king of England summoned Churchill to the palace, asking him to form a new government in May 10, 1940.  Churchill would later write of that moment, “I felt as if I were walking with destiny, and that all my past life had been but a preparation for this hour.”  

An old man named Simeon, one of the key characters in the Christmas narratives, also found that his finest hour came in the closing years of his life.  With the Roman armies deeply entrenched throughout Palestine, Simeon had the courage to prophesy that with the arrival of the baby Jesus, their long-awaited day of deliverance had dawned.

Four Magnificent Qualities That Simeon Possessed:

1.  He Was ______(Eager) to _______(Serve).

a. “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout.”  Luke 2:25.  The word ‘righteous’ was used to describe Job (Job 1:1) and many of the prophets in the Old Testament.  The word ‘devout’ was often used in Greek culture to describe a statesman.  Simeon was a leading Jewish elder of his era, still serving in the temple area, the hub of the Jewish religion.
b. Pastor Tim LaHaye was 69 when he published his first novel in the Left Behind series, which have now sold an astounding 65 million copies.  Even at 84 today, LaHaye continues to turn out one best-seller after the next.  Dr. LaHaye is a modern-day Simeon, waiting and ready for Jesus to arrive.
2. He Was _______(Excited) to ______(See).

a. “He was waiting for the consolation of Israel…It was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.”  Luke 2:25,26.
b. In the late 1970’s, America faced record high unemployment, inflation, interest rates, and abortion rates.  Ronald Reagan was elected as our 40th president at 69 years of age, placing his hand on a Bible opened to II Chronicles 7:14 as he recited the oath of office.  A resurgence of evangelical Christianity as well as the fall of Russian-style Communism marked his tenure.  Reagan saw brighter days, remarking, “It’s morning in America.”
c. Are you excited to see what God has for you, regardless of your age or life circumstances?  Even for those believers nearing death, the best is always yet to come!
3. He Was __________(Exhilarated) to ________(Sense).

a. “He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.”  Luke 2:25-27.
b. At the age of 65, Dr. Kenneth Kantzer became president of Trinity College in 1982 while concluding service as the editor of Christianity Today magazine.  He led both organizations back to greatness.  Dr. Kantzer is remembered today for his bedrock conviction that the future of evangelicalism and the health of our churches is dependent on our belief in the inerrancy of Scripture. 
c. Is your heart, like Simeon’s, aflame for God?  Can you sense the presence and power of God in your life?  Are you seeking for that today?
4.  He Was __________(Expecting) to Be ________(Saved).
a. “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation…, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  Luke 2:29-32.
b. Simeon fully believed that God was going to use an innocent little baby to bring glory to his people, the Jews, and salvation to the whole world.  Every Christian who dies believing in Christ follows in Simeon’s footsteps.
c. General Stonewall Jackson, wounded in the Civil War, calmly prepared for death by assuring his family that heaven was near.  His last words were, “Let us cross over the river and rest under the shade of the trees.”  
Dr. Henry M. Morris’s finest years were his later years.  A pioneer as a scientist who believed in young-earth, biblical creationism, Morris wrote more than 60 books (The Genesis Flood, co-authored with Dr. John C. Whitcomb, is a classic).  Speaking and writing prolifically until his death at 87 in 2006, Morris had the great joy of seeing growing numbers of evangelicals embrace a literal interpretation of the early chapters of Genesis.  Dr. Morris was a modern-day Simeon, waiting and ready for our Lord to come.  How about you? 
