Discussion Questions
Grace At Christmas:  The Life of Tamar

1. Describe a time in your life when you felt left out, or that you didn’t fit in, or that you were the target of jokes and pranks and insults.  What was this like?  How has it impacted you even to the present day?  How does Jesus provide encouragement in Matthew 5:3-5 for those who feel “at the bottom of the pecking order”?

2. What do you fine surprising about the four women who are mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1:1-6?  Why is the genealogy of Jesus important?  Why do you think it is the first thing mentioned in the gospel of Matthew?  Why do you think genealogies in ancient times seldom if ever mentioned the women?

3. Read Genesis 38.  Seven facts are mentioned about Tamar which demonstrate the amazing grace of the Lord in choosing her to be in the genealogy of Jesus.  Which of these seven facts were of the most interest to you?  Why?  
4. What did the fact that women were included in the genealogy of Jesus say about the kind of person Jesus is?  How did Christianity elevate the status of women?  Why do you think women have the most status in cultures founded upon a Judeo-Christian heritage?  

5. What is notable about the fact that Tamar was a Canaanite?  Why were Jews not to intermarry with them?  How did Judah’s decision to marry a Canaanite bring heartache into his life?  How have you observed or experienced the consequences of being “unequally yoked” in a marriage (II Corinthians 6:14-18)?

6. How do you think Tamar was impacted by her marriages to two very wicked men (Genesis 38:6-10)?  Given the fact that the Canaanites were given over 400 years to repent (Genesis 15:12-16), why is it notable that both Er and Onan were suddenly put to death for their wickedness?

7. How was Tamar deceived by Judah?  How did this lead her to become a deceiver and a prostitute?  How do you think both Tamar and Judah were negatively affected by their sin?  

8. Why do you think God chose Judah to be in the lineage of Christ, and not Joseph?  Why do you think Tamar in named in the lineage of Christ and not Sarah or Rebekah?  What evidence is found in Genesis 44 that Judah repented and became a godly man?  What have you learned about God’s grace from the account of Judah and Tamar?  How have you been blessed by God’s grace in your life?  Are you ready to receive His grace today?
