Grace At Christmas – The Life of Tamar
Ever feel left out?  Don’t fit in?  Made fun of?  Be assured that Jesus is near!  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”  Matthew 5:3-5.
Four women are mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-6), an unusual occurrence in ancient genealogies.  Even more remarkable is that all four were relatively unknown, all were Gentiles, and three out of the four were notoriously sinful at one time in their lives.  All are examples of the grace of God, a God of hope to those who have sinned, and to all who feel on the edges of society.

Seven Facts about Tamar that Demonstrate Amazing Grace with Her Inclusion in the Genealogy of Jesus:

1. She was a _________(woman).

a. Women had little value in the ancient world, essentially considered to be property, and devoid of rights.  Jesus came to change all of that, setting both men and women free of the bondage of sin.  He gave women an exalted place of honor in the marital relationship.  Wherever Christianity has gone, the status of women has been elevated.
2. She was a ___________(Canaanite).

a. “At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah.  There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua.”  Genesis 38:1-2.  Judah should never have taken a Canaanite bride as this led to immeasurable heartache.  Yet, the Lord continued to do his redemptive work.
3.  She had a __________________(dishonorable husband).

a.  “Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar.  But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to death.”  Genesis 38:6.  Tamar’s husband was so evil, God took the drastic step of taking his life.
4.  She had a ______________________(second dishonorable husband).

a. “What he (Onan) did was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so he put him to death also.”  Genesis 38:10.  Tamar’s second husband was just as evil as the first, so the Lord took him too.
5. She was now a _____________(widow).

a. “Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, ‘Live as a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up.”  Genesis 38:11.  Tamar now found herself back with her parents, with an accompanying lower social status.
6.  She became a ___________(deceiver).

a. “When Tamar was told, ‘Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,’ she took off her widow’s clothes.”  Genesis 38:13.  Widows wore special clothing which continually reminded others of her misfortune.
7. She became a ___________(prostitute).

a. “When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face.”  Genesis 38:21.  Shrine prostitutes were common, even welcomed, in ancient Canaan.  The Scriptures teach that devastating consequences result from this sin (I Corinthians 6:18-20).  Tamar came close to losing her life.
God can take evil, and make good come out of it.  Joseph, the hero of Genesis, is not in the lineage of Christ.  Instead God chose Judah (who turned his life around – see Genesis 44:18-34) and a Canaanite named Tamar, and her son, Perez, who was a product of an incestuous relationship.  

How about your life?  Have you been impacted by your sinful choices or tragic misfortune?  Do you believe that God can turn the tables on Satan’s plan to frustrate and destroy you?  Are you ready to receive the Lord’s grace today?
