Who Is This Man?
Paul Boller, in his book George Washington and Religion, led a generation of historians to label our first president a Deist, someone who believes in a remote and distant deity, not the personal God of the Bible.  Dr. Peter Lilliback countered with George Washington’s Sacred Fire, a monumental work (1187 pages), showing that Washington was a sincere 18th-century Anglican, virtually indistinguishable in doctrine from Bible-believing evangelicals today.  
Historical revisionists have taken even greater liberty with the Jesus of history, often conveniently deleting from the gospel accounts whatever is politically incorrect.  Evangelical scholars have insisted on letting the source documents (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) speak for themselves.
Three Extraordinary Facts Set Jesus Apart as the Promised Messiah in John 2:1-11:

1.  He Revealed ______________________(Spectacular Glory).

a. “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.  He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”  John 2:11.  The Greek word for glory, doxa, found 165 times in the New Testament, refers to splendor, radiance, fame, honor, and praise.  
b. When the Jews thought of glory, they would have remembered when God revealed his glory at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 24:16), at the tabernacle (Exodus 40:35), and at the temple (I Kings 8:11).  Glory goes hand-in-hand with the power and presence of God.
c. In spite of Jesus performing a miracle and revealing his glory, only the disciples believed.  Today, God has performed a mighty miracle in bringing the Jews back to Israel (20,000 in 1900, 5,500,000 today), but few believe.
d. “Broad is the road that leads to destruction and many enter through it.  Narrow is the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  Matthew 7:13-14.
2. He Provided _______________________(Startling Abundance).

a. “Nearby stood six stone water jars…each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’, so they filled them to the brim.  Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’  They did so and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.”  John 2:6-8.
b. 120-180 gallons of wine was far more than needed.  Jesus was not only providing for the ceremony itself, but also giving the new bride and groom a generous wedding present.
c. In the Koran, Jesus is portrayed as turning birds of clay into life.  In the Bible, he never does miracles to entertain.  All eight miraculous signs recorded in the gospel of John met real needs in the lives of real people.  At Cana, Jesus not only saved the couple from scandalous embarrassment, but blessed with extravagant abundance.
d. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  Matthew 5:6.  Neither cheap thrills nor material possessions can match the peace, contentment, and satisfaction that comes from knowing Christ.  “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  John 10:10.  “Take hold of the life that is truly life.”  I Timothy 6:19.
3. He Demonstrated ____________________(Stellar Integrity).

a. “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.  He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”  John 2:11.  A miracle on this scale had not occurred since the days of Elijah and Elisha, where God multiplied oil and flour to provide widows on two occasions (I Kings 17:8-16; II Kings 4:1-7).
b. By doing his miracle at a wedding, Jesus signaled his approval of marriage, a  bedrock institution which mirrored the love of God for his people Israel (Hosea 3:1), and of Jesus for his church (Ephesians 5:31-32). 
c. A Jewish wedding marked the end of the betrothal period (Matthew 1:18).  On the night of the ceremony, the groom and his friends would go to the bride’s house and escort her and her attendants to the groom’s house, where the ceremony and banquet were held. 
d. In like manner, the church, Christ’s bride, is awaiting her groom, Jesus, to come to earth (I Thessalonians 4:17-18) and take her to his house (John 14:2-3), where there will be a great wedding banquet, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9).  
e. Jesus also signals at Cana his sovereignty over two other gifts that have often been corrupted by Satan - human sexuality and wine.  Human sexuality within marriage was intended to model the indissoluble bond between God and his people.  Wine, originally intended to bring joy and gladness, will be fully redeemed, purified, and sanctified in heaven.
“’The days are coming’, declares the Lord, ‘when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes.  New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills.  I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them.  They will plant vineyards and drink their wine…”  Amos 9:13-14.
