Knowing How to Engage – By Evangelizing
What can possibly be more important than sharing about Jesus with someone you love?  If Christ really is the only way to heaven, how dare we not point that out?
“When…the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not take warning and the sword comes and takes his life, his blood will be on his own head...If he had taken warning, he would have saved himself.”  Ezekiel 33:2-5.

“But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes the life of one of them that man will be taken away because of his sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.”  Ezekiel 33:6.  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  Romans 1:16.
Sharing the Gospel Was the Top Priority of…

1.  __________(Jesus):  His Mission:  ____________(To Seek and To Save the Lost)

a. “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:20-21.
b. “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Luke 19:10.  “There is no one righteous.  Not even one.”  Romans 3:10.  The intrinsic sinfulness of man is hotly debated as confusion reigns in American society about the essence of good and evil (42% don’t even believe there are “absolutely clear guidelines” for good and evil – Faith Matters Survey 2006).
c. Apart from Christ, people are bound for everlasting misery in the company of the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41).  Through Jesus people can find everlasting happiness in the presence of God and his angels (Luke 15:10).   There is a narrow road that leads to life and a wide road that leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14).  
d. While 60% of Americans are confident there is a heaven, only 49% are certain there’s a hell.  When worded differently, only 52% are sure there is life after death (American Grace, p. 7, Putnam and Campbell).
e. “If the gospel is true, it is of supreme importance.  If it isn’t true, it is of no importance at all.  The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.”  Pastor Nicky Gumbel, Alpha Ministries.
2. ____________(Disciples):  Their Mission ___________(To Be Fishers of Men).
a. “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  ‘Come, follow me’, Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’  At once they left their nets and followed him.”  Matthew 4:18-19.
b. They were to go first to their own people.  “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.  As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.”  Matthew 10:5-7.
c. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one can come to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12.
d. Recently only 13% of Americans agreed that one religion is true and the others are not.  About 80% of self-identifying Christians believe that non-Christians can go to heaven (Faith Matters Survey, 2006-7).
3. ______(Us):  Our Mission: ___________________(Share Jesus With Everyone).

a. “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  Mark 16:15-16.
b. Five guidelines about sharing:

i. Be ____________(prayerful).  Colossians 4:2-3.
ii. Be ____________(personal).  I Peter 3:15.
iii. Be ____________(biblical).  Romans 10:9-10.
iv. Be ____________(bold).  Acts 4:29.
v. Be ____________(respectful). II Timothy 2:24-26.
Pastor Rick Warren’s dad, a minister for over fifty years, died of cancer in 1999.  During his last days, in a semi-conscious state, he repeated the phrase “Gotta save one more for Jesus” dozens of times.  Placing his hand on Rick’s head in those closing moments, he said, “Save one more for Jesus”, a theme which Rick intends to pursue for the rest of his life (The Purpose Driven Life, p. 287).
