Knowing For Sure
A Bend in the Road tells the story of Pastor David Jeremiah’s extended battle with cancer.  Pastor Jeremiah concludes that if you know the Lord, there is a strength that the world can’t comprehend.  However, if you don’t know the Lord, you are on your own.  You enter the battle without weapons or armor.  You fight in your own strength, and you are bound to fall short.

There is immense value in knowing you are the Lord’s – property of the King, with all of the armies of heaven on your side.  “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.  For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:10-11.

Six Rewards from “Knowing for Sure”:

1.  _________(Joy)

a. “These things we write to you that your joy may be full.”  I John 1:4 NKJV.  The book of I John is written in order that the believer may have full confidence that he is saved, and experience ongoing joy – a deep-seated sense of well-being even in the midst of trial and tribulation.
b. “This depression comes over me whenever the Lord is preparing a larger blessing for my ministry; the cloud is black before it breaks…The scouring of the vessel has fitted it for the Master’s use…Fasting gives an appetite for the banquet.”  (Pastor Charles Haddon Spurgeon)
2. _________(Purpose)

a. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who have been called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28.  If you are the Lord’s – a child of the King – then everything that happens to you has purpose.
b. As we age we are able to review our lives and see how God was weaving things together in such a way that blessing resulted.  After the trial passed, Joseph was able to say to his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good…”  Genesis 50:20.
3. _________(Endurance)

a. “Put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”  Ephesians 6:13.
b. Helen Barnhart, who worked on David Jeremiah’s staff, found her life  suddenly turned topsy-turvy when her husband of 26 years was accused of ‘unspeakable crimes’.   How did Helen make it?  Her Christian friends, and a promise from God, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  Hebrews 13:5.
4. ____________(Obedience)

a. “I wait for your salvation, O Lord, and I follow you commands.”  Psalm 119:166.  When we know our salvation is sure, it gives us the strength and fortitude to live in obedience to His Word.
b. Author Carole Carlson, faced with the sudden loss of her son, found an ‘uncommon boldness’ to witness that she never had before.  Determined to be ‘better, not bitter’ she poured herself into ministry to other wounded people.
5. _____________(Peace)

a. “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.”  Isaiah 26:3.
b. Dr. John Hovey, an accomplished surgeon, came to thank God for the disease that ended his career.  “God used Parkinson’s disease to bring me close to himself, to His Word, and to my family.”
6. _____________(Purity)

a. “We know that when he appears, we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is.  Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”  I John 3:2-3.
b. Chased around by King Saul for over eight years, narrowly escaping death from the Philistines by faking insanity, David allowed his trials to drive him to God and away from sin.  
Is there hope apart from knowing the Lord?  Even if an unbeliever is blessed with a hundred years of health and prosperity, he still must face a Christ-less eternity!  Do you ‘know for sure’?
