Discussion Questions
Knowing How to Engage – By Edifying

1. Have you seen the movie Amazing Grace or read about John Newton and William Wilberforce and their battle against slavery?  William Wilberforce thought about quitting politics and becoming a pastor, but Newton talked him out of it.  Who are some people you’ve known who have very effectively served the Lord in various vocations?  What have you learned from them?

2. Read Luke 10:25-37.  When you think of being a Good Samaritan, who do you think of?  Why?  How have you tried to be a Good Samaritan where you live and work?  Christian heroes like William Booth, George Mueller, George Williams, Mother Teresa, Henry Dunant, Florence Nightingale, Louis Pasteur, and Joseph Lister were mentioned as examples of Good Samaritans – who is the most inspirational to you personally?  Why?

3. Read Galatians 6:10, I John 4:12-14, and Ephesians 5:25.  The world is watching us and noting how we relate to our spouses, children, parents, and fellow Christians.  Have you known anyone who has come to Christ primarily as a result of the impact of watching a Christian marriage or family live out their values?  How have you seen God use the bond between Christians to touch non-believers?  How do we witness to the world by the way in which we treat children or women or the elderly?  Why do you think suicide has declined when Christianity saturates a culture?  How have sexual values and morality been lifted when Christianity infiltrates a culture?  In what way is this a witness to an unbelieving world?  How have you personally seen this?
4. Read Matthew 25:31-46.  Do you think this was intended to be an exhaustive list of good deeds?  What other good deeds could we add to this list?  Christianity has impacted the world by codifying languages, printing literature, founding universities, governing with integrity and wisdom, pursuing science, encouraging a strong work ethic, and glorifying God in the fine arts – which of these do you find most inspiring personally?  Why?  Do you think we can follow in the footsteps of Johann Sebastian Bach when he dedicated every piece of music with the letters “S.D.G.” – Soli Deo Gloria – To the glory of God?  How do you attempt to do this at your workplace?  In your family?  In your life as a retiree?  

5. 1,200 Christian chapels and thousands of Christians from every walk of life were needed to turn the tide in the Fiji Islands from a culture where life was devalued and cannibalism reigned to a culture where Christian morals flourished.  Why are more than just pastors and missionaries needed to turn the tide today?  How can you do your part?
