Knowing How to Engage – By Edifying
The most beloved hymn in American history was written by – a drunken slave trader – named John Newton.  Newton would go on to serve as pastor to William Wilberforce, who led the battle against slavery in the British Parliament.  As told in the movie Amazing Grace, Wilberforce was on his deathbed when he received word that the slave trade was outlawed, freeing over 700,000 British slaves.

Good Jews in the time of Christ knew they were to love God and love their neighbors.  When asked by a Jewish lawyer who his neighbor was, Jesus replied with the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  After telling about a wounded man being neglected by a priest and a Levite but helped by a Samaritan, Jesus pointedly asked the lawyer, “Who...was a neighbor to the man?’  The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’  Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” (Luke 10:36-37).
Three Principles in Making a Lasting Impact on this World:

1.  Be a _______________(Good Samaritan)
a. “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:37.  Christianity has had an enormous impact wherever it has taken root because of Christian heroes like…
i. William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army.
ii. George Mueller, who built huge orphanages.
iii. George Williams, who founded the YMCA.
iv. Emma Roberts, who co-founded the YWCA.
v. Mother Teresa, who cared for the destitute of Calcutta.
vi. Henry Dunant, who founded the Red Cross.
vii. Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern nursing.
viii. Louis Pasteur, who founded the study of bacteriology.
ix. Joseph Lister, who founded the practice of antiseptic surgery.
b. Even as late as 1935, half of the hospitals in China were run by Christian missionaries.  Author Ruth Tucker calls medical missions, “without a doubt the greatest humanitarian effort the world has ever known.”
c. How are you serving those in need?  Right here in the Annandale-Maple Lake area, the needs are enormous.  Stop by the Care Team booth in the foyer for ideas of how to serve.
2. Be a Good ____________________(Brother or Sister)
a. “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10.  “If we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us…we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.”  I John 4:12-14.

b. “May they be brought into complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them as you have loved me.”  John 17:23.  “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loves the church and gave himself up for her.”  Ephesians 5:25.

c. Wherever Christians have gone, the value of human life has increased:
i. For ___________(children) – battling practices like abortion (see Third Time Around, George Grant).
ii. For ___________(women) – elevating their status and fighting against female infanticide.
iii. For the ___________(elderly) – treating them with dignity and honor.
iv. ___________(Guarding) the dignity of sex and marriage.
3. Be ________(Jesus) to Others
a. “Come, you who are blessed by my Father…for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me…whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  Matthew 25:34-36,40.

b. Wherever Christians have gone, they have served in the name of Christ by…
i. Codifying ___________(languages)
ii. Educating the __________(masses)
iii. Founding ____________(universities)
iv. Governing ____________(wisely)
v. Pursuing _____________(science)
vi. Teaching biblical _________(economics)
vii. Glorifying God in their ____________(vocations)   
viii. S.D.G. _______________(Solely to the glory of God)

When H.L. Hastings visited the Fiji Islands in 1844, you could buy a human being for $7.  You could work him, whip him, starve him, or eat him – whatever was your preference.  When he returned years later, human beings could no longer be purchased.  1,200 Christian chapels now dotted the Fijis.  People were given dignity by being taught that they were bought with the precious blood of Jesus.  
God’s people – together – totally revolutionized the Fiji Islands!  Are you ready to do that today?  The key is doing everything “S.D.G.” – are you ready to do that?
