Discussion Questions
The Foundation of Faith

1.  Were you surprised to discover that Lincoln was a religious skeptic for much of his life?  Why do you think he rejected the faith of his parents and family?
2.  Read II Peter 1:5-11.   In what way is faith the foundation in order to “make your calling and election sure” and to “never fall” and to “receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom”?  (verses 10-11).

3. The Reformers (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, etc.) taught that there are three ingredients in genuine, saving faith.  The first is “knowing” or “notitia” in Latin, from which we get the English word “notice”.  When you print a notice, you are dispensing information and knowledge.  What must we “know” in order to be saved?  In what way is I Corinthians 15:3-6 an excellent summary of what we must “know” in order to be saved?  What are the essentials of the gospel in this passage?  When did you first hear that Christ had died on a cross, was buried, rose from the dead on the third day, and appeared to over 500 brothers after his resurrection?  Why are these facts so important to know and understand?  When do you think Abraham Lincoln came to know and understand the gospel?
4. The second ingredient of saving faith is “agreeing” or “assensus” in Latin, from which we get the English word “assent”.  To assent is to agree after careful consideration.  How does Romans 10:9,10 summarize the things that we must agree with in order to be saved?  Why is it important to recognize that ‘Jesus is Lord’?  When do you think Abraham Lincoln came to intellectually believe that the essential facts about the gospel and about Jesus were true and accurate?  When did you first intellectually believe that the facts about the gospel were true?
5. The third ingredient of saving faith is “experiencing” or “fiducia” in Latin, from which we get the English word “fiduciary”.  This is a banking term, which means to be held or founded in trust or confidence.  What insight is given us from James 2:19 about what it means to really trust in the Lord?  Do the demons “know” all about God?  Do they “agree” that the facts about God are true and accurate?  What are they missing?  
6. In what way is learning to trust God like learning to swim or drive?  What do you think drove Abraham Lincoln to genuine, saving faith?  What evidence is there that this happened?  When did you come to genuine, saving faith?  What drove you to Jesus?
