The Foundation of Faith
Born into a devout Christian family, Abraham Lincoln kept God at arm’s length for most of his life.  From mimicking the preacher in his teen years to his close friendship with law partner and skeptic William Herndon, religious beliefs clearly had a low priority to the future president.  Did Mr. Lincoln ever come to a saving faith in Christ?

If you want to “make your calling and election sure” (II Peter 1:10), if you want to “never fall” (vs. 11), if you want to “receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom” (vs. 11), then you must first start with genuine, saving faith.

Three Ingredients in Genuine, Saving Faith:
1.  ____________(Knowing)

a. “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time…”  (I Corinthians 15:3-6).
b. The heart of the gospel message is that Christ died a sacrificial, atoning death for our sins, that he was buried and therefore truly dead, that he was raised from the dead on the third day, and that he appeared to both his closest friends and to crowds as large as 500 people.  His was not a mystical, spiritual type of event, it was a physical and bodily resurrection.
c. Having grown up in the midst of the Second Great Awakening, the era of large ‘camp meetings’, Lincoln knew the essentials of the gospel well.  He had all the information and knowledge he needed to be saved.
2.  _______________(Agreeing)

a. “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”  Romans 10:9-10.
b. To attain genuine faith, one must not only know information about Jesus, but agree that it is true.  Specifically, we must understand and agree that Jesus is One with the Father, a co-Creator of the universe.  We must intellectually believe that Jesus died on a cross, rose from the dead, and lives today, in triumph and glory.  
c. For Lincoln, it was a long journey to concluding that the promises of the Bible are true.  Even after his son, Willie, died after they moved into the White House, Abe thought the preacher was mocking him when he informed Abe that his son Willie was alive in heaven.  Three different ministers attested to the fact that Lincoln came to belief in Christ while walking among the graves at Gettysburg, over two years after he became president.
3. _______________(Experiencing)

a. “You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that – and shudder.”  James 2:19.
b. The demons know who God is and they agree that He is who he claims to be.  Yet they are not saved, for they haven’t experienced God in a personal way, such as is necessary to be saved.  Intellectual knowledge alone about such activities as swimming or driving won’t help you attain these skills.  First-hand experience is needed.
c. When his son Willie died, Lincoln’s worldview wasn’t sufficient for this crisis.  Neither was he prepared for the carnage at Gettysburg where the blood of over 50,000 Americans was spilled.  Slowing his defenses against the gospel were melted.  Even biographers such as Carl Sandburg observed that Lincoln was a different man as the war dragged on.
d. Amazingly, Lincoln planned to make a public profession of faith and join the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church on Easter Sunday, 1865.  On Maundy Thursday, he was shot by John Wilkes Booth, and on Good Friday, he died.  He was literally shot in mid-sentence as he whispered to his wife, Mary, about his desire to visit the city of Jerusalem.
Abraham Lincoln would see the ‘New Jerusalem’ first!  How about you?  Do you know the message of the gospel, the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?  Do you agree that it is intellectually true and valid?  Have you experienced a personal relationship with the resurrected Christ?  
