Discussion Questions
Knowing How to Engage – By Empathizing

1. Have you ever heard of Sergeant Jacob DeShazer’s story?  How do you think you would respond to your captors if you were tortured and imprisoned in a five-foot cell?  Why do you think Captain Mitsuo Fuchida was so moved by the DeShazer’s story?  Why is the love that both of these men showed such a powerful testimony to a skeptical world?  How have you personally been motivated by the message of Luke 23:34?
2. Read I Corinthians 13:1, 13.  How have you personally observed or experienced the truthfulness of these verses?  

3. Read John 11:17-44.  Why do you think Jesus delayed in coming to see Lazarus?  Why do you think he comforted the sisters, and mourned and wept with them instead of moving immediately to raise Lazarus from the dead?  What do we learn about Jesus’ character from this true account?  

4. Have you ever found it challenging to love even those who love you, because of the level of sacrifice involved?  What is so particularly moving about the stories of B.B. Warfield and Robertson McQuilken in caring for their disabled wives?  What kind of message is sent to the Christian community, to Christian families, and to the world at large through this kind of unconditional love?
5. Read Romans 12:9-21.  Why is it more challenging to love those who you know, but maybe not well?  Why do you think it took persecution and threats to melt some of the iciness in Bonhoeffer’s personality?  What does the fact that Bonhoeffer never betrayed any of his comrades in the Resistance even though he was tortured, say about his character?  How about the fact that he backed out of plans to escape because this would possibly endanger family members?  What does the fact that the camp doctor characterized him as “lovable” at his execution say about his character?  How does Bonhoeffer embody the words of I Corinthians 13:2,3?

6. Focus on Romans 12:17-21.  Why is it particularly hard to love those who’ve hurt you?  Give an example of a time when you found this very hard to do.  How have you observed or experienced the power of loving an unfaithful spouse or a cruel boss or an neglectful parent or a friend who betrayed you?  How is the gospel message given credibility through unconditional love?  How does a failure to practice unconditional love discredit the gospel?  
7. What impact did the story of missionaries Loretta Anderson and Doris Cos witnessing to Chief Tariri have on you?  How would you like to become a more loving person?
