Knowing How to Engage – By Empathizing
Sgt. Jacob DeSharzer, B-25 bombardier in the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo early in WW2, found the Lord in a Japanese prison after reading the words of Jesus, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do.” (Luke 23:34).  He returned to Japan as a missionary after the war, serving for thirty years.

Capt. Mitsuo Fuchida, the Japanese officer who spearheaded the attack on Pearl Harbor, came to Christ after reading DeShazer’s story in a tract.  Returning to Pearl for a 25th anniversary observance, he gave survivors of the attack a gift Bible inscribed with the words of Luke 23:34.

The world around us doesn’t care how much we know, until they know how much we care!  “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal…Now these three remain:  faith, hope, and love.  But the greatest of these is love.”  I Corinthians 13:1,13.

Empathize With Three Groups of People:

1.  Love Those Who ________(Love) You.

a. Jesus comforted Mary, the sister of Lazarus, at his death.  “When Jesus saw her weeping…he was deeply moved in spirit…Jesus wept.  Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’”  John 11:33-36.  Though he could have proceeded immediately to raising him from the dead, Jesus chose first to empathize with those who were mourning.
b. Princeton Professor B.B. Warfield, upon learning his wife contracted a debilitating disease on their honeymoon, proceeded to care for her for the next 44 years.  The same is true of Robertson McQuilken, who resigned the presidency of Columbia School of Missions so he could be the first caregiver for his wife, who contracted Alzheimer’s.  This kind of unconditional love melts the cold hearts of skeptics of the gospel.
2. Love Those Who __________(Know) You.

a. “Love must be sincere…be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves…rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another…be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.”  Romans 12:9-10,15-17.
b. A young Dietrich Bonhoeffer (the German pastor who opposed the Nazis), who was often characterized as distant, grew increasingly warm and loving as persecution mounted.  After his arrest in 1943, he never betrayed a single member of the Resistance, many of whom he barely knew.  Given an opportunity to escape, he backed out due to concern for family members who may be endangered.  
c. Of his execution, the camp doctor wrote, “I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer kneeling on the floor praying fervently to God.  I was most deeply moved by the way this most lovable man prayed…In the almost fifty years that I worked as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely submissive to the will of God.”
d. “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”  I Corinthians 13:2,3.
3. Love Those Who’ve ________(Hurt) You.

a. “Do not repay anyone evil for evil...If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone..If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  Romans 12:17-21.
b. Begin by learning to forgive the little hurts.  We’ll never be able to get to the point where we can forgive a spouse who’s been unfaithful to us or a boss who has unfairly fired us or a parent that has walked out on us or a friend who has betrayed us if we are not willing to practice forgiveness and love on a daily basis.  
c. Philip Yancey calls grace the “last best word” in the English language (What’s So Amazing About Grace?  pg. 12).  Technically, grace is defined as “unmerited favor” – what Jesus offers us via his sacrifice on the cross.  An unloving Christian is really an oxymoron.  How can we fail to extend the same unconditional love that is offered us?
Unconditional love was one of the core convictions that motivated missionaries Loretta Anderson and Doris Cos when they ventured deep into the jungles of Peru to witness to the headhunter Chief Tariri.  Even though his hut was surrounded by decorated poles with the skulls of ten chieftains he had killed, their courageous love melted his heart of stone.  Learning his language, they began to speak to him of the One who had gone to the stake for him.
At the New York World’s Fair in 1964, Chief Tariri pulled the switch that lit the Tower of Light.  Because of the unconditional love shown him, he and two hundred fellow tribesmen had come to know the real Light of the World.
