Discussion Questions
The Value of Virtue

1.  Are you surprised to learn that Theodore Roosevelt grew up in a very devout Christian home?  What about the way in which he mourned for his dad demonstrated that he was a true believer?   What can we learn from the vow he made to his dad to abstain from sex until marriage (a vow he kept)?  How was his life blessed as a result of memorizing Scripture as a child?

2.  Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Why do you think “goodness” or “virtue” is listed as the first thing that we should add to our faith?  Why do you think this is important?

3. “Goodness” or “virtue” (the Greek word is “aretais”) is used five times in the New Testament (Philippians 4:8, I Peter 2:9, II Peter, 1:3,5 – used twice in verse 5).  How is this word used in II Peter 1:3?  In what way is “goodness” or “virtue” God’s finest quality?  What is your finest quality?  What is the finest quality of your spouse or closest friend?  What is the finest quality in your children or parents?  Are you willing to use that finest quality for the glory of God?  How are you already doing that?

4. The second description of “goodness” or “virtue” is striving for excellence (the first is using your finest quality).  Read I Peter 2:9.  God’s virtues are everything that is praiseworthy about him.  If you are living a virtuous life, you will live a life that is praiseworthy – a life of excellence in all you do.  What does Philippians 3:14 teach about this?  What does Colossians 3:23 teach about this?  How did Teddy Roosevelt strive for excellence in everything he did?  Who have you known that manifests this quality in their life?  Are you one who naturally strives for excellence in everything you do, or do you have to really work at this?  Name one area where you are striving for excellence right now.
5. The third description of “goodness” or “virtue” is focusing on the positive.  Read Philippians 4:8.  How did Theodore Roosevelt focus on the positive in his life?  Are you naturally an optimist or a pessimist?  Give an example of a time in your life where you chose to focus on the positive and it made an impact on others as well as blessing yourself.  Where are you tempted to “think negative” right now?  

6. Teddy Roosevelt once said, “Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs even though checkered by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much because they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory nor defeat.”  What can we learn from this attitude?  What do you need to work on in order to “add to your faith goodness”?
