The Value of Virtue
When his dad died at age 46, Teddy Roosevelt gave every evidence that he had followed in the faith of his parents.  With God’s help, he kept a vow he made to his dad to abstain from sex until married.  As he quoted the Bible often, early in his political career, his critics claimed, “Mr. Roosevelt keeps a pulpit concealed on his person.”
If you want to “make your calling and election sure” (II Peter 1:10), if you want to “never fall” (vs. 11), if you want to “receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom” (vs. 11), then you need to “make every effort to add to your faith goodness” (II Peter 1:5).  “Goodness” or “virtue” comes from a Greek word (‘aretais’) which is used of land that accomplishes its purpose by producing crops.  

Three Descriptions of the Word “Virtue”:

1.  Using Your _______________(Finest Quality)

a. “His divine power has given us everything we need…through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness (‘aretais’).”  (II Peter 1:3).  God’s finest quality is that he is always good, wanting our best – even when he disciplines us.  
b. An ox is known for its strength; a horse for its speed; an eagle for its grace.  Theodore Roosevelt was known for his boundless energy.  He never did anything half-hearted.  How about you?  What is your finest quality, according to those closest to you?  Are you using that quality for the glory of God?  
2.  Striving for _____________(Excellence)

a. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises (‘aretais’) of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  I Peter 2:9.  God’s virtues are everything that is ‘praiseworthy’ about Him.  
b. As Christians, we should be in a life-long pursuit of excellence.  “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:14.
c. Teddy Roosevelt wanted to be the best son, the best husband, the best father, the best politician, the best soldier he could be.  Sickly as a child, he set out to be as physically fit as he could be.  Is there something we can learn from this?  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”  Colossians 3:23.
3.  Focusing On the _____________(Positive)

a. “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent (‘aretais’) or praiseworthy – think about such things.”  Philippians 4:8.
b. When Teddy Roosevelt’s dad died, he meditated on heaven.  When his wife died, he went out West and threw himself into physical labor.  Whenever problems arose, he saw opportunities to make a difference.  
c. Even when shot while campaigning for the 1912 presidential election, Mr. Roosevelt raised his hand to silence the crowd, pointing to his folded manuscript that had slowed the bullet.  He finished the speech before heading to the hospital.  Though this may be taking a good thing too far, his positive personality was contagious!
“…Far better it is to dare mighty thing, to win glorious triumphs even though checkered by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much because they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory or defeat.”  (Teddy Roosevelt)

Are you using your finest qualities for God’s glory?  Are you striving for excellence in all that you do?  Are you focusing on the positive?  Are you making every effort to add to your faith goodness and virtue?
