Discussion Questions
Seeking and Finding

1. Have you read any of Lee Strobel’s books or ever listened to one of his CD’s?  Have you ever met a true-blue skeptic who came to faith in Jesus?  When you hear that Lee took nearly two years to research the evidence for the authenticity of Jesus and his resurrection, as well as the integrity of the Scriptures, how does that build confidence in your faith?  Who do you know that came to faith in Jesus after a long struggle?

2. Read John 1:38-51.  As you look over the five stages in seeking God, can you personally identify with this in your own personal conversion to Christ, or can you see this in a good friend or family member?  Why is it important to realize that Jesus is seeking us at the same time we are seeking him (see Luke 19:10 and John 6:44)?  Can you see this in your own conversion or that of a close friend?

3. Look at verse 38.  What were the disciples seeking?  The Greek word for “seek” (NKJV, NASB) or “want” (NIV) means “to strive after something, to pursue, to legally investigate, as in a judicial investigation”.  When did you first think more deeply about questions such as “Who am I?  Where did I come from?  Why am I here?  Where am I going?”  Have you ever thought to yourself, “Is this all there is?  Or is there something more?”  Do you agree with Blaise Pascal who said every human being has a “God-shaped vacuum” that can only be filled by Jesus?  Do you see that in yourself?
4. Look at the question the disciples asked, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”  This led to spending a day with Jesus (verse 39), undoubtedly one filled with lots of questions and conversation.  Is it okay for a Christian to ask questions about the validity of our faith?  How can doubts lead to deeper faith?  Has that been your experience?  What was Lew Wallace’s experience as he researched Jesus in writing Ben Hur?  Have you seen this movie?  How is Jesus portrayed in this movie?

5. How did the disciples investigate the claims of Jesus in John 1:38-51?  Do you agree that Jesus seemed to welcome this?  Do you think Jesus welcomes your digging deeper into your faith and why you believe what you believe?  Nathanael was apparently a Jew who spent a lot of time studying God’s Word under the fig tree (verse 48 – this was a common place for devout Jews to study).  Do you study God’s Word?  Why is this important?  What can we learn from C.S. Lewis’s journey to faith?

6. What can you observe in verses 38-51 about the importance of interacting with fellow seekers and followers of Christ in going deeper into your faith?  Why do you think Jesus intended us to practice our faith together with other believers?  As you look through verses 36-51, what conclusions did John the Baptist, Andrew, Philip, and Nathanael come to regarding the identity of Jesus?  What conclusions have you come to?  What did you learn from the story of how Josh McDowell came to Jesus, and the impact he had on his father, and the impact his father’s conversion had on his home town and area?
