Seeking and Finding
Lee Strobel, a hard-nosed reporter for the Chicago Tribune, came to faith in Christ after a long journey and a diligent search.  On January 20, 1980, he set out to investigate the claims of Jesus of Nazareth.  On November 8, 1981, he fell on his knees and declared (as did Thomas), “My Lord and My God.”  John 20:28.  Lee would later go on to write the book The Case for Christ.
Just as we may seek for truth, the truth, embodied in the person of Jesus Christ, is seeking us.  “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Luke 19:10.  “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”  John 6:44.

Five Stages In Seeking God

1.  ____________(Initiate):________________(Step Out of Your Comfort Zone!)

a. “Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”  John 1:38.  The NKJV and NASB translate this, “What do you seek?”  The Greek word for “seek” means “to strive after something; to pursue”.  In classical Greek, it was often used as a legal term – a judicial investigation.
b. Blaise Pascal talked about the “God-shaped vacuum” that can only be filled by Jesus.  People try to stuff all kinds of things into that hole – money, fame, success, relationships, sex, etc.  But only Jesus can bring lasting fulfillment.
2. ___________(Inquire):_______________(Don’t Be Afraid to Ask Questions!)

a. “Rabbi, where are you staying?”  John 1:38.  The disciples weren’t interested in the geographical place Jesus was residing.  They wanted to talk to him, to have a private interview where they could discuss the deeper questions of life.
b. Chuck Colson, at the pinnacle of success with a high-level job at the White House, started his own search for answers when he was arrested for crimes committed during the Watergate scandal that took down President Nixon.  
c. Lew Wallace, came to Jesus as he did research for his novel Ben Hur (made into a movie, Best Picture, 1959).  Unable to answer the claims of an atheist friends that Christianity would collapse, he started asking questions.  Originally intending to portray Jesus as a mere man, he concluded that Christ was and is the Son of God.
3. ____________(Investigate):______________(Do Some Digging!)

a. “Come and you will see.”  John 1:39.  “Follow me.”  John 1:43.  Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael carefully compared Jesus with the Scriptures about the Messiah in the Old Testament.  Nathanael may have been especially diligent in studying the Scriptures under a fig tree, a common practice among devout Jews (John 1:48).
b. C.S. Lewis spent the first 33 years of his life running from God until the Lord caught up to him.  “Terrible things are happening to me.  The Spirit is showing an alarming tendency to become much more personal.  You’d better come on Monday at the latest or I may have entered a monastery.”  (Lewis writing to a friend shortly before his conversion in 1931)
c. “Since I have begun to pray, I find my extreme view of personality changing.”  (Lewis writing to his friend two years after his conversion)  Lewis’s search for answers culminated with the publication of his book, Mere Christianity.
4. ___________(Interact):_______________(Don’t Travel Alone!)

a. “The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah.’”  John 1:41.  “Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about.’”  John 1:45.
b. Jesus had an inner circle of three (Peter, James, and John – Matthew 17:1; 26:37), a discipleship group of twelve (the apostles – Matthew 10:2), and a larger group of seventy (other followers - Luke 10:1).  In like manner, we need a mentorship circle, a small group circle, and a church family as we seek to follow Christ and process life.
5. ____________(Identify):________________(Believe and Live!)

a. “Look, the Lamb of God” (John the Baptist, John 1:36); “We have found the Messiah” (Andrew, John 1:41); “We have found the one Moses wrote about”
(Philip, John 1:45); “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel” (Nathanael, John 1:49).  Throughout the gospel of John, people meet Jesus and their lives are changed forever!
Josh McDowell was born in Union City, Michigan in 1939 into a family of five.  He often struggled with self-esteem.  His father was an alcoholic and abusive.  Josh was repeatedly sexually abused by a farm hand from age 6 to 13.  As an agnostic in college, he set out to write a paper proving Christianity a fraud, but instead became a Christian.  He published Evidence That Demands A Verdict in 1972.  

Finally able to forgive his dad, he led his dad to Jesus.  Thirteen months later his dad died – his changed life had resulted in “scores of people” committing their lives to Christ.  Josh writes, “This is why I believe that Jesus Christ is the greatest revolutionary who has ever lived.  This is why I believe that the greatest investment I can make with my life is to share my faith with as many men and women as I can.”  Are you ready to do the same? 
