Discussion Questions
Knowing When to Separate 

– From the Popular

1.  If you could share a meal and get acquainted with any well-known personality, who would that be?  How about some who has passed on – who would that be?  Would you say that this person is someone that you deeply admire and respect?  What is the danger of admiring ungodly people, according to Proverbs 23:17; 24:1?  What other counsel is given us in Proverbs 13:20?

2. What is the danger of admiring a hot-tempered person, according to Proverbs 22:24?  Have you ever known someone like Henry Clay, whose temper held him back from greater achievements?  What counsel would you give to such a person?  What have been some of the problems you have experienced in befriending an angry person?

3. What is the danger of admiring a powerful person, according to Proverbs 23:1?  Why do you think many people seek to get close to powerful people?  What is the danger of flattering a person in order to get closer to them?

4. What is the danger of admiring a rich person, according to Proverbs 23:4-5?  Why do you think winning the lottery has been a curse to so many people?  Have you seen any rich people self-destruct?  What did you learn from this?

5. What is the danger of admiring a selfish person, according to Proverbs 23:6-7?  What are some of the problems you’ve experienced in befriending a selfish person?  What is the danger of admiring a foolish person, according to Proverbs 23:9?  What are some of the problems you’ve experienced in befriending a foolish person?
6. What is the danger of admiring a dishonest person, according to Proverbs 23:10-11?  What are some of the problems you’ve experienced in befriending a dishonest person?  What is the danger of admiring an immodest person, according to Proverbs 11:22?  What are some of the problems you’ve experienced in befriending an immodest person?

7. What is the danger of admiring an alcoholic, according to Proverbs 20:1?  What are some of the dangers you’ve experienced in befriending an alcoholic or a drug addict?

8. Have you ever been betrayed by dynamic family members or friends whom you’ve deeply admired, such as Moses warned about in Deuteronomy 13?  Have you seen how popular outsiders have led your friends or family members away from the Lord, as Joshua warned about in Joshua 23?  Have you seen strong Christians swayed by ungodly mates, such as Ezra spoke about in Ezra 9?  Why is the quality of humility (James 4:6) an especially important quality to seek in your heroes?
