Are You Sure?
Many Christians agonize over whether they are really saved or not.  They can identify with the man who told Jesus, “I do believe.  Help me overcome my unbelief.”  Mark 9:24.  Confidently, Peter tells his reader, “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.”  II Peter 1:10.  Are you sure?

Seven Reasons Believers Question Their Salvation:

1.  Periodic ________(Guilt)

a. “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin’?” Proverbs 20:9.  Even if you’ve walked with the Lord for fifty years, you will still occasionally sin.  And for the true believer, sin is always accompanied by guilt.
2.  Periodic __________(Confusion)

a. Many mistakenly believe that their salvation is dependent on their human willpower, so they try harder – and still fall short.  “I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on doing.”  Romans 7:18-19.
b. “Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  Romans 7:24-25.  “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6.  Don’t try to “gut out” the Christian life – rather seek refuge in the Lord who will strengthen and empower you.
3.  Periodic ______________(Fear)

a. Many Christians live in fear of forgetting to confess a sin, but the Scriptures assure us that Jesus paid it all – past, present, and future sin.  “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  Romans 8:33-34.
4.  Periodic ______________(Doubt)

a. Many believers have difficulty identifying the exact time they were “born again” John 3:7.  The Scriptures teach that the ultimate proof of our conversion is not a profession of faith, but a lifestyle of faith that accompanies our profession.  “By their fruit you will recognize them.”  Matthew 7:16; “This is how we know we are in him:  Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”  I John 2:5-6.
5.  Periodic ____________(Blindness)

a. Some are blinded to the true purpose of trials. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  James 1:2-4.
b. “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not disciplined by his father?”  Hebrews 12:7.
6.  Periodic ____________(Apathy)

a. Some believers begin to coast, raising doubts.  “The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”  Romans 13:11-12.
7. Periodic _____________(Struggle)

a. “Live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.”  Galatians 5:16-17.
None of these are legitimate reasons for questioning a believer’s salvation.  There are only two Scriptural reasons for questioning whether someone is truly the Lord’s.

1.  Continual ___________(Sin)

a. “If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth…No one who lives in him keeps on sinning.  No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him…We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin.”  I John 1:6; 3:6; 5:18.
2.  Continual ____________(Bitterness)

a. “Anyone who claims to live in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness…We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.  Anyone who does not love remains in death…Anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.”  I John 2:9; 3:14; 4:20.
A true believer will not continue in sin, especially the sin of bitterness.  Rather, he will confess it, repent of it, and renounce it!  Believer, God wants you to live with assurance of your salvation, which is accompanied by many rewards.  Are you sure?
