Discussion Questions
Knowing Where to Turn – 

to Your Faithful Few

1.  Have you ever observed or experienced anything close to what happened to Ernest Gordon, the British sailor who was captured by the Japanese in WW2 and nearly starved in a POW camp only to be saved by a handful of fellow prisoners?  Have you read the book or seen the movie To End All Wars?  What do you think?

2. Why is it so easy to forget about all the people who have enabled us to get where we are today (parents, siblings, teachers, employers, friends, etc.)?  Have you ever heard someone referred to as a “self-made” person?  Were they?  

3. Jesus had the twelve disciples.  Who are your “close, personal friends”?  Why is it hard to have more than about a dozen that are really close?  At what time in your life did you have the most close friends?  Why?
4. Read Matthew 26:36-46.  Why do you think Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to “stay here and keep watch with me”?  Have you ever needed friends to “keep watch” with you?  Describe one of those times.  Read Job 2:11-13.  How do you think Job’s friends managed to sit with him for seven days and seven nights?  Why is this so difficult today?  Why is companionship so critical when we go through a crisis?

5. Read Matthew 26:40-41.  How does Luke 22:31,41-44 reveal to us the spiritual warfare that was occurring throughout this evening?  How have you observed or experienced the way prayer turns the tide of battle when the forces of darkness seem to be so thick and heavy?  Have you heard about 19-year-old Amy Johnson who was led to Christ by a ‘faithful few’ in our church?  How does this illustrate the power of unconditional love?  How have you been encouraged by the promise of Romans 8:28?
6. Read Matthew 26:31,56 and Luke 22:24.  How do you think Jesus felt as he saw his friends falter the night of his arrest?  Have you ever been deserted at a time of great need?  Have you ever found out who your “real friends” were as you experienced a crisis?  How was Chuck Colson (autobiography Born Again) blessed by a ‘faithful few’ during the days leading up to his prison sentence?  

7. To what extent do we need to invest in our ‘faithful few’ prior to a time of crisis, as well as being there for them during their time of crisis?  How did Jesus’ investment in the disciples pay off after his resurrection?    

