Knowing Where to Turn – to Your Faithful Few
Captured by the Japanese in 1942, Ernest Gordon and his British shipmates ended up at a POW camp in northern Thailand building railroads.  Sparse rations and heavy labor soon reduced Gordon to a skeleton left to die.  Gruesome conditions were compounded by a dog-eat-dog despair that overcame all the prisoners…until revival hit the camp, with two of Gordon’s fellow Brits vowing that he would live.  Gordon penned his story, which was later made into a movie – To End All Wars.
Gordon knew he owed his life to the Lord…and a faithful few!  Rugged individualism, embedded in our culture, often leads us to refer to some as “self-made”.  Yet we are all indebted to a faithful few.  Even Jesus surrounded himself with twelve disciples, about the maximum number that one can truly count as “close friends”.  Within this group of twelve Jesus often confided in an inner circle of three – Peter, James, and John.

Three Key Needs That Can Be Met By Our Faithful Few:
1.  _________________(Companionship)

a. “Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray’.  He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch with me.’”  Matthew 26:36-38.
b. We especially need companionship during times of crisis.  “When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes…to go and sympathize with him…they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights.  No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.”  Job 2:11-13.
c. To this day, Jews speak of “sitting sheva” (literally “to sit sevens”) to refer to the ancient Jewish practice of sitting with someone who mourns over a period of one week.  According to tradition, the comforter would not speak until the mourner spoke.
2. ___________________(Deliverance)

a. “Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.  ‘Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter.  ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.’”  Matthew 26:40-41.
b. Spiritual warfare raged the evening Jesus was arrested, with the disciples enduring the fury of Satan and his demons.  “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that you faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  Luke 22:31.
c. Last November, 19-year-old Amy Johnson came to Celebrate Recovery at our church.  A ‘faithful few’ led her to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and were helping to nourish her newfound faith.  When her life was suddenly cut short on January 19, we were left asking ‘Why?’  Out of this tragedy, the Lord has been doing a new work among many.
d. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28.
3. _____________(Support)
a. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was facing his greatest trial.  If he were only 100% man, he may have faltered, as “All the disciples deserted him and fled.”  Matthew 26:56.  Because he was also 100% God, Jesus knew this would happen.  Earlier in the evening, he told the disciples, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me.”  Matthew 26:31.
b. Making things worse, during this same evening, “A dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.”  Luke 22:24.  Fixated on their own needs, the disciples were unprepared to offer support by taking a risk and standing with their Master.
c. In his biography Born Again, Chuck Colson found comfort in a Christian support group as his prison sentence neared.  Congressman Al Quie of Minnesota even offered to serve his time, citing an old law statute that allowed this.  Chuck declined, but never forgot this unconditional love.
What are you doing to develop your ‘faithful few’?  Over the three previous years, Jesus invested heavily in his disciples.  Though they were short-term failures, their long-term success ‘turned the world upside down’ (Acts 17:6, KJV).  Filling the world with Christ’s love, I John 4:19 offers the key to their motives, “We love because he first loved us.”  How are you investing in your ‘faithful few’?
