Discussion Questions
Knowing Where to Turn – to Your Fellowship of Believers

1. When you hear the word ‘church’, do you have mostly positive or negative feelings?  Why?  Why do you think so many today either believe the church is irrelevant or even harmful to the society?  Think about the worst memory you have of church.  How were you able to move beyond this negative memory?  

2. Read Acts 2:22-47.  In verse 42, we see that the first followers of Christ (the early church) were ‘devoted’ to the ‘apostles’ teaching’.  How did this bring answers and clarity to them, in the midst of a world that was confusing and foggy?  In what way do the teachings of the Scriptures bring clarity today in the midst of confusion?  How does the church today provide answers to the key questions of life (Where did we come from?  Where are we going?  Why are we here?)?   What other key questions in life have been resolved for you as you have studied the Scriptures?  What seemed to be the core message of the church, judging by the content of Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:22-41?  How did this bring answers to the crowd?  
3. In Acts 2:42, we see that the early church was also devoted to the ‘fellowship’.  How did this bring support and warmth in the midst of a world that is often cold and heartless?  How does the fellowship of other believers bring support and warmth to us today?  What is your response to people who complain about hypocrites in the church?  What other places in society do people try to find fellowship?  What would you say to people who say that their church is out on the golf course or fishing on the lake or hiking in the woods?  What are they missing?  What time in your life was the support of your church family most meaningful to you?  
4. In Acts 2:38-39, we see that the early church taught how people can be personally reconciled with God by having their sins forgiven?  Why is this the first step in establishing a personal relationship with God?  What part did Jesus play in this according to verses 22-36?  Think back over your life.  How has the church pointed you to God throughout your life?  What role did the church play in your coming to saving faith in Christ?  Why do you think the early followers of Christ taught that “God is our Father, and the church is our mother”?  Has that been your experience?  

5. What part of the true story about Irina Ratushinskaya did you enjoy the most?  How did she find answers through the church that she could find nowhere else?  How did she find support from the church that she could find nowhere else?  How did the church point her to God at the same time that her godless Communist society was pointing her in a different direction?  Will you stand with our church, as we attempt to ‘raise up a faithful generation full of truth, purity, and zeal for the Lord’?
