Knowing Where to Turn – to Your Fellowship of Believers
For many today, the word ‘church’ elicits nothing more than a big yawn or worse yet, negative memories.  Others have had largely positive experiences, with precious memories.  In spite of the fact that any church is tainted by human weaknesses, it remains the only institution in our society that is directly addressing the most fundamental needs of mankind.
Three Basic Needs That Are Met by the True Church of Jesus Christ:

1.  The Need for ___________(Answers), Bringing ________(Clarity) to a World That Is Often ____________(Confusing) and _______(Foggy).

a. “They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching.”  Acts 2:42.  The first followers of Christ passionately pursued a belief system that was founded on the Scriptures.  Only God’s Word has answers to the most foundational questions of life.
b. The Bible has a clear explanation for the question, “Where did we come from?”  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…God created man in his own image.”  Genesis 1:1,27.
c. To the question, “Where are we going?”, the Bible explains that all who receive Christ become children of God (John 1:12), bound for indescribable paradise of heaven (Rev. 21:1-5; 22:1-5).  I Corinthians 15:20-23 teaches that Jesus rose from the dead, the firstfruits of millions of believers who also will conquer death through believing in Jesus.
d. Philosophers have always wrestled with the issue of “Why are we here?” As opposed to self-centered pursuits, Christianity teaches that “the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever” (Westminster Confession).  When we “do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17), we find that there is “fullness of joy…pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11, KJV). 
2.  The Need for _____________(Support), Bringing _______(Warmth) to a World That Is Often _____________(Cold) and ___________(Heartless).
a. “They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to the fellowship.”  Acts 2:42.  The first followers of Christ passionately pursued fellowship, banding together as they lived out their faith.  “All the believers were together…every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in the homes and ate together...”  Acts 2:44,46.
b. There will always be a certain level of hypocrisy in the church since we are all tainted by sin.  Some become fixated on a hurtful experience, neglecting to see the hundreds who are serving faithfully and sacrificially in Christ’s name.
c. Embarrassing events in church history, such as the Crusades, the Inquisition, the Salem witch trials, etc., pale in comparison to the mammoth amount of good the church has brought to every culture where it has taken root (see What If Jesus Had Never Been Born? by D. James Kennedy).
d. Josh & Sean McDowell, in their book The Unshakable Truth, cite ten relational needs that the church helps to meet – the need for 1) comfort, 2) attention, 3) acceptance, 4) appreciation, 5) support, 6) encouragement, 7) affection, 8) approval, 9) security, and 10) respect (pg. 399-403).
3. The Need for ___________(God), Bringing _______(Light) to a World That Is Often __________(Dark) and __________(Depressing).
a. Peter trumpets the message of the church in Acts 2:38-39, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
b. In the midst of a society that wants God out of the government, our of the entertainment industry, out of education, out of science, out of treatment centers for drugs and alcohol, etc., we are wise to heed the warning Peter gave in Acts 2:40, “Save yourself from this corrupt generation.”
c. The early followers of Christ taught that “God is our Father, and the church is our mother.”  It is the church that nurtures us like a mother as we grow in our faith.  Some of you have been deeply wounded by a particular church and for that we apologize on behalf of the true church, all who know and love Jesus.  Reach out to help a hurting brother or sister, by being the hands and feet of God.
Irina Ratushinskaya came to faith in the godless Soviet Union after praying a prayer that was marvelously answered.  Nurtured by devout believers within the Russian Orthodox Church, she was arrested by the secret police for writing a Christian poem.  Supported by other believing prisoners, she was released two days before the Reagan-Gorbachev Summit in Reykjavik in 1986.  Believers worldwide were praying for her release.  Don’t neglect the church!  We need it just as much as Irina did!
