Discussion Questions
The Power of Perseverance

1. How did Andrew Jackson battle his temper as he transitioned from his teen years to adulthood?  How have you battled your temper?  Have you ever known anybody like Jackson? 

2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Why do you think perseverance is included among the eight qualities or attributes that we are to add to our lives as believers?  What are the promises for the one who adds these attributes to his or her life?

3. Read Romans 5:3.  What does this verse teach us about remaining strong in the midst of hardship?  How did Andrew Jackson do this?  Who has been an inspiration to you in this area?  How have you experienced strength as you have faced hardship?  

4. Read Matthew 24:12-13.  What do these verses teach about the one who endures or perseveres to the end?  Why is this particularly hard to do when you are surrounded by wickedness?  What have you experienced or observed about remaining pure in the midst of wickedness?  Who has been an inspiration to you in this area?  Why?

5. Read Hebrews 13:1-3.  What do these verses teach about remaining steadfast in the midst of pressure?  How is Jesus our example in this?  Who else has been an inspiration to you in this area?  

6. Read II Timothy 2:11-12.  What do these verses teach about remaining hopeful in the midst of despair?  Why do you think Jackson’s final years were the best spiritual years of his life?  Why do you think Jackson had a difficult time in forgiving some of his enemies?  Have you struggled with this?  Why?  Who has been an inspiration to you in remaining hopeful in the midst of despair?  Why is death the ultimate test in this area?

7. Have you struggled most with persevering in the midst of hardship, or wickedness, or pressure, or despair?  Where are you struggling right now?  Are you ready to surrender that area to the Lord?  
