The Power of Perseverance
Andrew Jackson battled his temper throughout his life.  Twice during duels, he was shot.  He carried with him a bullet wound beneath his left shoulder as well as a bullet in his chest that couldn’t be removed.  Elected our seventh president, his effectiveness was enhanced by a decision to turn his life over to the Lord.

“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control perseverance...if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ…if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom.”  II Peter 1:5-8,10.
Four Different Dimensions of What It Means to Persevere:

1.  Remain __________(Strong) in the Midst of __________(Hardship)

a. “We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  Romans 5:3.  God will use suffering in our lives to produce perseverance if we allow him to.
b. Andrew Jackson could easily have slipped into a self-destruct mode early in life.  His father died before he was born, and his mother died when he was fourteen.  When he was elected to the Senate at age 30, Thomas Jefferson said of Jackson, “His passions are terrible.”  Yet God used his church, faithful Bible reading, and a good wife to gradually soften his heart.
2. Remain __________(Pure) in the Midst of ____________(Wickedness)
a. “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Matthew 24:12-13.  The believer who perseveres to the end will endure in the presence of wickedness.
b. Although Jackson’s reputation as a duelist convinced many that he couldn’t possibly be a believer, God was changing his heart.  After being appointed governor of Florida, Jackson worked hard to clean up a wicked territory.  
c. “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  Ephesians 6:12.
3. Remain __________(Steadfast) in the Mist of _____________(Pressure)

a. “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross…consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”  Hebrews 13:1-3.  Perseverance encompasses a dogged determination to continue on a worthy path.
b. When president, Jackson stood alone in breaking up the monopoly of a national bank.  As the economy ground to a halt, the Senate censured him.  Yet Jackson remained cool under pressure and today his decision is praised by historians as an example of statesmanship in the midst of political pressure.
4. Remain __________(Hopeful) in the Midst of ___________(Despair)

a. “Here is a trustworthy saying, ‘If we died with him we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him.”  II Timothy 2:11-12.  Even when faced with death, our perseverance promises a lasting reward.
b. Andrew Jackson’s best years were his last.  Even though his physical strength was failing fast, his spiritual light shined brighter and brighter.  He joined a church, intentionally forgave his enemies, and offered a public profession of his faith.  His will began, “First I bequeath my body to the dust whence it comes, and my soul to God who gave it, hoping for a happy immortality through the atoning merits of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Are you persevering in your faith, in the midst of hardship, wickedness, pressure, and despair?  Do you feel “on the edge”, in danger of giving up?  Are you prepared to surrender anew today to the Lord, trusting that he is greater than any trial you are experiencing?
