Discussion Questions
Knowing Why to Persevere 

– Because of Your Hope

1.  Do you ever think about what would happen if a weapon of mass destruction was detonated in our area?  Or what may happen if our country goes bankrupt?  Or what may happen if the family unit totally collapses in the US?  Are there other scary things that sometimes grip your heart with fear on the national or international scene?  Where do you find hope in such times?  How do you discuss this with unchurched friends who may share with you some of their fears?
2. Read I Thessalonians 4:13-18.  How does this passage of Scripture fill you with anticipation?  Do you agree that the very things that are spreading fear and anxiety throughout our society are also signs to us that Christ’s return is near?  How would you explain this to a non-Christian?  

3. Look at verses 15-18.  Who do these verses fill you with certainty regarding the future?  What do these verses teach about believers who have died?  What part of them goes to heaven and what part goes into the grave?  In what sense will they return with Jesus when he comes back?  In what sense is a believer’s dead body in the ground like a seed (I Corinthians 15:37)?  What other information is given from I Corinthians 15:51,52 about what will happen when Christ returns at the Rapture?  How about Christians who are alive at the time of the Rapture – what will happen to them?  How do you think the world will respond to the sudden disappearance of millions of believers?

4. Read I Thessalonians 5:1-4.  How do these verses give you confidence as a believer?  Who will be completely surprised when Christ returns?  Who will have a general awareness that his return is near?  What are some of the major signs that the return of Christ is near?  How did the onset of the atomic age alter the course of history?  What do you think it was like for the ones who witnessed the first atomic explosion at Los Alamos on July 16, 1945?  How has the founding of the state of Israel on May 14, 1948 changed the course of history?  How did it fulfill the dry bones prophecy of Ezekiel 37 that was given some 2600 years earlier?  How did the capture of Jerusalem by Israel on June 6, 1967 change the course of history?  How did this fulfill the prophecy given by Jesus in Luke 21:24?  
5. What significance may the present upheaval in the Middle East have upon prophetic events?  How have we seen over the last twenty years Israel becoming more isolated, the Islamic nations becoming more hostile and dangerous, and the US declining in influence?  In what way should these events, though obviously cause for concern, still fill the believer with hope that Christ’s return is near?  How should this impact our daily lives?
