Knowing Why to Persevere – Because of Your Hope
Threats to our existence individually and collectively grow every year, such as the threat from weapons of mass destruction (risk of attack set as high as 70% by 2015), or the threat of financial meltdown (as our $14 trillion national debt accelerates), or the threat of moral collapse (as the family continues to disintegrate), or the threat of unaffordable health care or Middle East upheaval leading to world war or crippling fuel costs.

Three Reasons to Embrace the Doctrine of Christ’s Second Coming:

1.  It Fills Us With _____________(Anticipation)

a. “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”  I Thessalonians 4:13-14.
b. The very things spreading anxiety and fear and despair throughout our society signal to us as believers that the personal and bodily return of Jesus Christ to our earth is near.  “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  Luke 21:28.
c. ‘Anticipation’ is defined as ‘pleasurable expectation’.  Just as the resurrection of Christ from the dead brought great joy to over 500 witnesses, so also will the personal return of Jesus, who will bring with him all believers who have previously died.   A grand reunion will occur in the clouds!
2. It Fills Us With ______________(Certainty)

a. “According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven…and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds…”  I Thessalonians 4:15-17.
b. It is likely only believers will hear the loud command and trumpet call, and it will happen in an instant.  “Listen, I tell you a mystery:  We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable and we will be changed.”  I Corinthians 15:51,52.
c. When a believer dies, his body goes in the ground, but his spirit goes to be with Christ.  I Corinthians 15:37 likens the dead body to a seed that is planted in the ground, remaining dormant for a long time, then coming to life, sprouting a new plant.  Their new, glorified bodies will share some of the properties of their old bodies, but…they will never wear out or grow old!
d. Christians who are alive when Christ returns will be “caught up” (I Thessalonians 4:17) into the clouds where our present bodies will be instantly changed into glorified bodies.  The Latin word for “caught up” is “rapturo”, from which we get the English word “rapture”.    When Christ returns, the sudden disappearance of millions of believers will cause great confusion.
3. It Fills Us With ____________(Confidence)

a. “Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety’, destruction will come on them suddenly…but you brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.”  I Thessalonians 5:1-4.
b. With the explosion of the first atomic bomb on July 16, 1945, a new age was begun.  General Douglas MacArthur said, “We have had our last chance.  If we do not devise some greater and more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door.”
c. On May 14, 1948, Israel became a nation, some 2900 years since it had last existed as a united and sovereign nation and some 2600 years after the prophet Ezekiel foretold that the dry bones would once again put on flesh (Ezekiel 37).
d. On June 6, 1967, Israel regained complete sovereignty over the city of Jerusalem fulfilling the prophecy of Christ in Luke 21:24, “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  44 times in history Jerusalem has been captured or recaptured.  
e. These three events along with dozens of other fulfilled prophecies point to the climax of human history, the return of Jesus Christ.  
The recent upheaval in the Middle East may lead to the assembling of a mighty Russian-Islamic coalition of nations who will someday move against an increasingly isolated Israel (Ezekiel 38).  As temporary residents of earth, we have our concerns, but as permanent citizens of heaven, we are filled with the Blessed Hope of Christ’s soon return! (Titus 2:13)
