Discussion Questions
The Goal of Godliness

1.  Whether you lived through the 1950’s or not, what are your perceptions about that particular decade of American history?  What, if any, impressions do you have of President Eisenhower?
2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Why do you think “godliness” is included among these eight attributes that the Christian is to add to his or her life?  What are your perceptions as to what it means to be godly?  Are you surprised that the Greek word for godliness means “to step back and maintain a distance”?  Why or why not?

3. What does Romans 1:18-20 teach about having a respect for God’s order?  What acts of godlessness are described in verses 21-32?  How are these acts showing a disrespect for God’s order?  Have you ever thought of the Ten Commandments as ‘disciplines of grace’?  How have you experienced God’s grace as you have lived in obedience to the commands of the Lord?  In what way is godliness like a peaceful river flowing downstream?  In what way is godlessness like a river overflowing its banks and causing damage?  Where did Eisenhower struggle in being godly?  Why do you think he rebelled against his godly upbringing?  How did he experience God’s grace as he responded to the Spirit’s work in addressing some of his sinful areas?  
4. Eisenhower seemed to come to faith gradually, culminating with his profession of faith upon joining a church.  How have you observed or experienced this type of thing?  

5. Read Titus 2:11-12.  How did Eisenhower learn to say ‘no’ to ungodliness and ‘yes’ to godly living?  How have you learned to do this?  What are the benefits and blessings of godly living?  Why is our respect for God’s authority critical to developing a heart of reverence for the Lord?  Does your upbringing and background make it harder or easier to be respectful toward authorities?  Why?

6. Read II Timothy 3:1-5.  How do these people demonstrate that they don’t have a healthy fear of the Lord?  How would you describe to another person what it means to ‘fear’ the Lord?  What does Proverbs 1:7 teach us about the role of fear in the life of a believer?  How did Eisenhower demonstrate that he had a healthy fear and respect for the Lord?  Why do you think he had some doubts about whether he was really saved as his life drew to a close?  Do you think he was a true believer?  Why or why not?  How about you?  How do you demonstrate a respect for God’s order, authority, and majesty?
