The Goal of Godliness
During the volatile Cold War era of the 1950’s, God brought to our nation a president named Dwight Eisenhower.  Raised in a River Brethren home, a pacifist denomination, “Ike” chose a military career and eventually commanded the largest army in the history of the world.  Billy Graham was instrumental in pointing Ike back to the faith of his parents, a faith he had drifted from in his army years.

“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness…If you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ…”  II Peter 1:5,6,8.
The Greek word for godliness (‘eusebeia’) means “to step back from something and maintain a distance”.  It was used in classical Greek for their worship of gods and goddesses.  It means to honor something that is majestic and full of awe.

Three Common Characteristics of Biblical Godliness:

1.  A Respect for God’s ______(Order), Leading to a Heart of _______(Obedience)

a. “What may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  Romans 1:19-20.
b. “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness.”  Romans 1:18.  Godlessness is an utter disrespect for God’s order, indulging in various acts of depravity.  Godliness is respecting God’s commandments, all of which are ‘disciplines of grace’.  
c. Godliness is like a beautiful flowing river – peaceful, orderly, moderate, serene.  Godlessness is a river overflowing its banks – out of control, extreme, ugly.  God did a new work in Dwight Eisenhower around age 60.  As the Spirit worked in his life, Ike addressed his vices and began to taste the goodness of God’s grace.  Shortly after becoming president, he joined a church and made a public profession of his faith in Christ.
2. A Respect for God’s ______(Authority), Leading to a Heart of _____(Reverance)

a. “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.”  Titus 2:11-12.
b. When we say ‘no’ to godlessness and ‘yes’ to godliness, we are showing respect for God’s authority.  A military man, Ike thoroughly understood respect for authority.  Through his prayer before his inaugural address to prayer before cabinet meetings to adding “under God” to our “Pledge of Allegiance”, Ike signaled that both he and the nation were under God’s authority.
3. A Respect for God’s ______(Majesty), Leading to a Heart of _____(Fear)

a. II Timothy 3:5 speaks of “having a form of godliness, but denying its power.”  Who are these people?  They are “boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy…”  II Timothy 3:2.  The godless have no fear of God.  The godly have a healthy fear of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7).
b. Ike had two important conversations with Billy Graham shortly before he died.  On both occasions he asked how to be sure his sins were forgiven and that he was going to heaven.  When Billy left the last time, he said, “I’m ready.”  
We should never be ashamed of desiring to be absolutely sure about something so critically important as our eternal destiny. The Bible describes our life on this earth as a vapor that appears for a moment, and then is gone (James 4:14).  Eisenhower, the commander of the largest army in history, understood that he too had a commander that he would answer to.  Does your life show a respect for God’s order, authority, and majesty?
