Discussion Questions
The Necessity of Knowledge

1.  Had you ever read or heard anything about President James Garfield before this message?  What was the most fascinating thing you learned about him?
2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Why do you think it is so important for us to pursue knowledge if we wish to grow strong in our Christian life and have a strong sense of assurance of salvation?

3. Read Matthew 16:2-3.  What does “know” mean in this verse?  How did Garfield investigate the truth of Scripture?  Who has been a model to you of someone who has investigated the Bible thoroughly?

4. Read John 13:34,35.  What does “know” mean in this verse?  How did Garfield perceived the truth as he studied the Scriptures?  Who has been a model to you of someone who is very perceptive when it comes to the Scriptures?  How can our curiosity sometimes be counterproductive?  What cautions are there for us in what we choose to study?
5. Read I Corinthians 14:7.  What does “know” mean in this verse?  How did Garfield learn to distinguish truth from error?  Even if we don’t wish to “debate” the Scriptures, why is it important to “discuss” the Scriptures with both believers and unbelievers?  What cautions are there for us in this area?
6. Read Acts 22:14-15.  What does “know” mean in these verses?  How did Garfield learn to apply the truth he was learning?  Why is application so critical as we study the Scriptures?  Who is your model in applying God’s truth?
7. Read I Corinthians 13:12.  What does “know” mean in this verse?  What is there in Garfield’s life that indicates that his knowledge of the Lord went beyond “head” knowledge to “heart” knowledge?  

8. What did you learn in this study of the word “know”?  Which of the five steps is most difficult for you as you pursue knowledge?  How are you intending to pursue knowledge as part of your daily life as a Christian?  Why is this important?
