The Necessity of Knowledge
James A. Garfield, our 20th president, was also a college president, a six-term congressman, a Civil War general, and a preacher.  In one two-week revival in 1857, he led forty people to Christ.  A brilliant man, he could write in Greek with one hand while writing in Latin with the other.

If you want to “make your calling and election sure” (II Peter 1:10), if you want to “never fall” (vs. 11), if you want to “receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom” (vs. 11), then “make every effort to add to your faith goodness, and to goodness, knowledge.”  II Peter 1:5.  

Five Steps in Adding Knowledge as a Christian:
1.  _____________(Investigate)

a. “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’, and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast’.  You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky.”  Matthew 16:2-3.  “Know” means “investigate” in this verse.
b. God wants us to dig for the truth of His Word, just as James Garfield did early in his life.  He sought a “discipline and cultivation of the mind” in studying the Scriptures.  Are you interested in digging for God’s truth in His Word?
2. _________________(Perceive)

a. “Love one another…by this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34,35.  “Know” means “perceive” in this verse.  We “perceive” something by meditating, reflecting, and drawing conclusions.
b. Born with an inquisitive mind, Garfield was constantly absorbing and processing truth.  Raised as a pacifist, he thoroughly studied the Scriptures, concluding that there were “just wars” in which it is proper to fight.  Confronted with the excesses of revivals, he carefully researched the Bible to determine what was of human or demonic origin.
3. _______________(Distinguish)

a. “In the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes?”  I Corinthians 14:7.  “Know” means “distinguish” in this verse.
b. As Garfield was researching and debating the question of whether we can communicate with the dead, and whether the Bible is inerrant, and whether the theory of evolution is biblical, and many other issues, he learned to distinguish truth from error.  Have you learned how to do that as a believer?
4. _______________(Apply)

a. “The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will…you will be his witness to all of what you have seen and heard.”  Acts 22:14,15.  “Know” means “apply” in this passage of Scripture.
b. Garfield’s knowledge extended beyond the academic to the practical.  He wrote, “This work (of the Christian) will include all his duties, to God and his fellow men, which grow out of his relations to them.”  Garfield wasn’t a politician who happened to be a Christian.  He was a Christian who happened to be in politics.
5. ________________(Experience)

a. “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face, now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  I Corinthians 13:12.  “Know” means “experience” in this verse.
b. A close friend said this about James Garfield’s political career, “The truth, which he so well understood, and the Lord, whom he so devotedly loved, had superior claims upon him.”  Even after he was elected to Congress, Garfield continued to preach at the National City Christian Church in Washington D.C.
James Garfield was shot only four months after taking office.  Hanging on for eighty days, with a bullet in his back that surgeons could not locate, the ruler of America finally passed into the presence of the ruler of the universe.

Are you pursuing knowledge of God the way that James Garfield did?  Are you investigating and perceiving and distinguishing and applying and experiencing the truth?  Are you adding “knowledge” to your Christian life?
