Discussion Questions
Knowing Why to Persevere

– Because of Your Heroes

1.  Which of the “famous last words” of well-known people did you find to be most interesting?  Why?  Have you ever been with someone who was dying?  What were their last words?

2. Read Hebrews 12:1-2.  Who are the “great cloud of witnesses” in this passage?  How should they motivate us to live?   Look at Hebrews 11:32-33.  Of the six who are specifically mentioned in these verses, who is the most inspiring to you?  Why was David able to face Goliath, according to I Samuel 17:46?  Who are some people in your life who have “courageously conquered kingdoms”?  How have you been inspired by the life of Dr. James Dobson?  In what way is he an example to all of us as believers as one who has lived with courage?  Who else among the better-known has been an inspiration to you as a fellow believer?

3. Read Hebrews 11:32-40.  As you read this passage, who comes to mind among Bible characters in the Old Testament who “decisively defeated despair”?  In what way are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego a good example of those who have overcome despair (see Daniel 3:16-18)?  Do you have any people in your life who have personally modeled this for you?  How has Chuck Colson been an example of a better-known Christian who has overcome despair?  Can you think of others?

4. Read Hebrews 11:20-22.  How did Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph “faithfully face their final days”?  Do you have people in your life who have personally modeled for you how a Christian should die?  Who are they?  

5. Have you ever heard of Bill Bright or Campus Crusade for Christ?  How do you think you would have handled the news of discovering you have pulmonary fibrosis, one of the most dreaded of diseases?  How was Bill Bright an example to us all of how to die as a faithful Christian?  Can you think of others?  Read II Timothy 4:6-8.  Are you determined to ‘fight the good fight’ and ‘keep the faith’? 
