Knowing Why to Persevere – Because of Your Heroes
You can tell a lot about a person by the way they die.  Some die with humor, while others are very matter-of-fact.  Some get angry while others are in shock.  Some are in the depths of despair while others are eagerly looking forward to their life with Christ in heaven.  

Right after the “Hall of Faith” is recognized in Hebrews 11, Hebrews 12:1-2 begins, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus.”
Three Types of Heroes That Should Inspire Us Today:

1.  Those Who Have ___________________ (Courageously Conquered Kingdoms).

a. “And what more shall I say?  I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice and gained what was promised.”  Hebrews 11:32-33.
b. As a young shepherd boy, David faced down a nine-foot giant named Goliath, saying to him, “This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your head from you.”  I Samuel 17:46.  Who are heroes in your life who have ‘courageously conquered kingdoms’?
c. For over thirty years, Dr. James Dobson has called us to “turn our hearts toward home”.   As the founder of “Focus on the Family” Dr. Dobson has been a great champion of the pro-life movement as well as the movement to preserve marriage as a union between one man and one woman.  
2. Those Who Have ___________________(Decisively Defeated Despair).

a. Hebrews 11:34 refers to great men of faith who have “quenched the fury of the flames”, obviously pointing to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the three Jewish men who would not bow to King Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue.
b. “O Nebuchadnezzar…If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it…But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  Daniel 3:16-18.  
c. Chuck Colson, President Nixon’s ‘hatchet man’, found himself behind bars due to his role in the Watergate scandals.  Surrendering to Christ, Colson asked God for a fresh start.  Through launching Prison Fellowship, authoring several books, and hosting Break Point, a Christian radio show, Colson, now 79, has made an enormous impact for Christ.
3. Those Who Have __________________(Faithfully Faced Their Final Days).

a. “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.  By faith, Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.”  Hebrews 11:20-22.
b. Matthew Henry says, “The grace of faith is of universal use through the Christian’s life, especially so when we come to die.”  Pastor John MacArthur says, “God is glorified when His people leave this world with the flags flying at full mast.”
c. Isaac fought against God’s plan, but as he faced death, he acquiesced by blessing Jacob with sincerity.  Jacob, a deceiver by nature, gave a final blessing to all his sons, and a double blessing to Joseph.  Joseph, on his deathbed, prophesied an exodus for Israel back to the Promised Land, believing his own bones would go with them.
Saved at twenty-three, Bill Bright was determined to make a difference for Christ.  Founding Campus Crusade for Christ, Bright’s legacy is seen today in the 27,000 full-time staff and 225,000 volunteer staff proclaiming the gospel in over 190 countries.

In 2000, Bill was diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis, one of the most dreaded diseases.  Basically, the lungs simply lose their elasticity and a person dies by slow suffocation.  A week before he died in 2003, an upbeat Bill Bright told a friend that his last two years were the most productive in his life.  Chuck Colson said in a tribute, “Bill’s life will continue to inspire Christian not only to live well but to die well.”  
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”  II Timothy 4:7-8.  Are you determined to fight the good fight?
